December 5, 2006.

Dear FTGS members and people who have participated in FTGS panels recently,
The International Studies Association approved the undertaking of a major Compendium Project at our 2006 meeting in San Diego.  The work is to be published by Basil Blackwell.  We designed the project to serve as the fundamental resource for information on international studies.  Instead of short descriptive notes, we are soliciting review essays of approximately ten thousand words that will trace the development, current status and future prospects of the literature in a particular issue area.  Entries are to be peer reviewed.  Bob Denemark will serve as general editor.  

The invitation.
I have been asked by our colleagues to chair the FTGS contribution to the ISA Compendium Project. You may follow the progress of this project from my website, http://sitemason.vanderbilt.edu/psci/ackerly/Compendium. Within a week there will be a link to this site on the FTGS website as well, http://www.isanet.org/sections/ftgs/.) You can follow the entire compendium project at http://www.isanet.org/compendium/ .
The request.
As feminist scholarship is a collaborative project, we hope that we can make our contribution to the ISA Compendium Project collaborative as well.

Executive committee member, Angela McCracken [angela@usc.edu], has offered to receive your ideas about how the FTGS contribution should be organized. Should we imagine our field as parsed into theoretical schools? empirical fields of inquiry in which we are engaged? Or both? One suggestion that parallels the importance of feminist inquiry throughout the field would be to have FTGS members contribute substantively to the range of subfields – democratic piece, IPE, Ethics, Human Rights, Security… – with contributions that speak to and within the range of substantive fields in IR and to have additional contributions on feminist theories and methodologies. A “working group” made up of Anna M. Agathangelou (former section chair) and a subcommittee of the Executive committee (D’Costa, Sapra, McCracken, Sjoberg, Ackerly) will prepare the outline of our contribution and oversee the politics of the process of defining a field that defies definition(s).
At the moment, there are no page limitations. The idea is to think collaboratively about how best to present our field inclusively. Once we have that outline we may have to make decisions to limit either the number of contributions or the size of each contribution, but at the moment we are envisioning 6000-10000 word substantive arguments. We face the challenge of defining in a moment a field that has been incredibly dynamic since its inception. But one thing we have going for us is our willingness to resist confining our questions and answers to those bounded by our discipline(s). Send all of your good ideas about how we might approach this to Angela who will do her best to collate.

Bob Denemark, head of the ISA Compendium project, has been an encouraging and intellectually engaging colleague from the beginning. I have every reason to expect when we meet together at ISA that we will have a fabulous outline with which to work. 

An editorial team will make the final determinations of contributions, contributors, peer reviewers, whether we should produce a “spin-off” FTGS volume, and how we might make the website of the project most useful for FTGS scholars and students (and activists?)! If you would like to be involved in this process, please make sure your information in the FTGS and IR feminists data base is up to date.
Time Line.
October 06
Parpart asks Ackerly to chair ISA Compendium Project

November 06
Parpart confers with Executive Committee and sends letter to FTGS members. Ackerly assembles working group.
Today
Ackerly letter inviting FTGS and feminist IR scholars to participate in ISA Compendium Project

December 06
FTGS and feminist IR scholars send suggestions for FTGS contribution to Angela McCracken
January 07
Angela collates suggestions for consideration of “the working group” 
February 07
Editorial board is identified.
March 07
Outline of contributions and contributors finalized.

August 07
Drafts or abstracts of contributions circulated among FTGS contributors for coordination. If no draft or contribution is circulated, alternate contributors considered.

March 08
Drafts of contributions sent out for peer review.

September 08
Submission to Blackwell.

A final note on process.

I am very excited to be asked to run this project but am in the awkward position of understanding our field as being too dynamic to be defined for any period of time by the contributions to this project. I am getting comfortable with this prospect by committing myself 1) to considering our project as capturing an historical moment in the field, 2) to articulating in our articulation of our field in the ISA Compendium Project, the dynamic character and internally diversity and divergence in our scholarship, and 3) to conducting the editorial process of the FTGS contribution to the ISA Compendium Project in a way that is respectful of and attentive to that internal diversity and divergence (without preventing ourselves from contributing to the project).
I have asked two anonymous members of FTGS from different parts of the world, different stages in their careers and divergent theoretical perspectives to monitor the process and give me frank observation. The Executive Committee has also offered to be such advisors and I invite you to contact any of them with concerns about the process so that we can practice, not just document, the best of feminist collaboration as we draft our collective contribution to the ISA Compendium Project. (Their email addresses appear in the CC line of this message and at the FTGS website http://www.isanet.org/sections/ftgs/board.html).
Thank you very much for reading through my long email. I promise to keep communication to a minimum. I will only use the listserv for important correspondence about this project. This message is being sent to FTGS members, feministtheory@googlegroups.com, and all those who have been involved in recent FTGS sponsored panels at ISA. To remain up to date please see the website http://sitemason.vanderbilt.edu/psci/ackerly/Compendium. To receive emails about the project, please confirm your membership in feministtheory@googlegroups.com. To assure your membership in FTGS is up to date please go to ISA member services, http://www.isanet.org/memberservices.html.
Sincerely,

Brooke Ackerly
