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Introduction

This is the first issue of the Electronic Entrepreneurship Forum. Our purpose is to engage entrepreneurs, inventors, community leaders, political leaders, venture capitalists, educators, business researchers and state/local government decision makers in a dialogue about the development of the importance of innovation and entrepreneurship in this region of the United States. We will also use this medium to report current activities of the Forum, list events from any and all members of the Forum, post research papers and list new and interesting links related to entrepreneurship. We have added a "threaded discussion" page on our web site for the purpose of encouraging an interactive dialogue that will be sorted by topic.

Professional Activities

In order to stimulate a dialogue about entrepreneurship, we have listed some recent presentations and publications. If you want to know more about past presentations that we have made, go to our web site at http://entrepreneurship.vanderbilt.edu and click on "publications." Then, click on "presentations" to see a complete list of papers, presentations and such!


Recent Papers and Presentations

Clouse, R. W. Entrepreneurs in Action: A Los Lunas Case Study. Paper presented at the Spirit of America Entrepreneurship Conference, Collegiate Entrepreneurs of the Southwest, Albuquerque, NM, April 6, 2002.

Clouse, R. W. & Stevens, J. Impact of E-Fundraising for Non-Profit Organizations: An Entrepreneurial Approach. Paper  presented at the International Conference of Allied Academies, Academy of Entrepreneurship, Nashville, TN, April 10-13, 
2002.

Goodin, T. L. Entrepreneurs in Action. Presentation given at the Tennessee Professors of Educational Administration conference, Chattanooga, TN, April 12, 2002.

Clouse, R. W. Case-Based Learning Environments. Paper presented at the International Conference of Allied Academies, Academy of Entrepreneurship, Nashville, TN, April 10-13, 2002.

Clouse, R. W. A Look into the future: Thinking Like an Entrepreneur. Keynote address at the Rotary International Regional Futurist Planning Conference, Cookeville, TN, March 15, 2002.

Clouse, R. W. Teaching Entrepreneurial E- Commerce. Paper presented at the 16 Annual National conference, United States Association for Small Business and Entrepreneurship, Reno NV, January 17-20, 2002.

Clouse, R. W. Integrating Human and Organizational Development Students with Engineering Students Through Entrepreneurship Education--Learning theory and Policy Issues. Paper presented at the 16 Annual National conference, United States Association for Small Business and Entrepreneurship, Reno NV, January 17-20, 2002. (Professor Clouse also chaired the Corporate Entrepreneurship Division Business Meeting as VP for the Division.)

The Entrepreneurial Executive

Dr. Clouse edits the Entrepreneurial Executive journal, and invites you to submit research articles for review and publication. The journal is published twice yearly. (Please submit journal articles electronically, in Word format.)

Regional Entrepreneurship Forum

A regional forum was held in October of 2001. It brought together state and local government officials, university professors and administrators, entrepreneurs and small business presidents, legal professionals and students. The focus of the forum was to develop entrepreneurship policies for this region. You can review the summary of the forum under the "monographs" page of the web site. Follow the links from the home page to "publications" and then to "monographs."

University Entrepreneurship Forum

Twenty university forums have been held during the past year and one-half, covering topics such as venture capital, small-business start-ups, non-profit start-ups, entrepreneurial culture, strategic planning, creativity, systemic models, innovative engineering, opportunity recognition and futuristic development.

Business Plan Competition

A business plan competition was initiated during the spring semester of 2002, with 39 plans submitted and reviewed within the framework of Dr. Clouse's Human and Organizational Development classes.

A business plan idea competition was also developed in conjunction with Dr. Clouse's course in Engineering Entrepreneurship.

The "Best of the Best" Awards were presented to both groups at the competition finale, which also celebrated the spirit of entrepreneurship.

Short descriptions of previous business plans are shown on our web site, under "courses" and "student projects."

Entrepreneurs in Action!

A web-based curriculum design project is currently being implemented in Tennessee, New York, Louisiana and New Mexico. The project "takes off" from our web page, and introduces entrepreneurship to students at the elementary, middle, high school and college levels.

Ongoing Discussion

We have presented the above information to stimulate thinking and discussion about entrepreneurship and regional development. We invite you to go to our newly-formed discussion forum (on the home page, click on "discussion") and post any related topics that you would like to have in a threaded discussion forum. We envision that the electronic Discussion Forum will stimulate new, exciting and creative ventures in entrepreneurship.

We would be happy to announce activities and events related to entrepreneurship and economic development via this electronic forum. Please send your requests to wil.clouse@vanderbilt.edu.

Forum Composition

We have included your e-mail address on this mailing either because we know of your interest in entrepreneurship and/or have communicated with you concerning our work in the past. Should you wish to be deleted from this forum, please send an e-mail to wil.clouse@vanderbilt.edu.

