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So, what are you going 
to do this summer?
  
Introduction

Two middle school students named Pat Smith and Jane Jones were having lunch together in the wonderful school cafeteria a few days ago.  Pat said to Jane, "What are you going to do this summer?"  Jane said, "I don't know.  There is not very much to do in the city of Murfreesboro for middle school students."  Pat said, "Last summer, I was extremely bored.  I was so happy when school started in late August so that I could meet my friends and create new friends in the school environment."  Pat and Jane agreed to have lunch together for the next few weeks to discuss the social issues related to middle school students.  Over the next few weeks, they tried and tried to come up with an exciting, interesting and motivating plan for their summer holidays.  They discussed their dilemma with their parents and with other student friends. 
 
Pat's mother told the two girls of a theme park called "Opryland" that was once operated in the nearby town of Nashville.  The Opryland theme park had a number of exciting rides and live musical performances.  The families attended the theme park several times during the year.  It was possible to buy a season ticket and the entire family could enjoy the theme park.  Unfortunately, the owners of the theme park, Gaylord Enterprises, closed the theme park a few years ago and built a shopping mall, Opry Mills, thereby leaving families without a place to socialize and entertain during the summer and early autumn months.
 
The two girls immediately picked up on this idea and thought "Why can't we revive the theme park idea on a smaller scale here in the Murfreesboro area?"  The two girls took this idea to their teacher, Rhonda Murray, and asked if they could do a project around this idea.  Ms. Murray was delighted to have the students be involved in this type of project and so the students began to involve the entire class in subgroups to develop a plan for an entrepreneurial venture. 
 
Resources
 
Every plan must contain certain features in order to be judged feasible. View these Business Plan Elements (FREE resource at http://entrepreneurship.vanderbilt.edu). You may also review this web site for information about entrepreneurship development.
 
Online Experts 
 
Real estate agent with commercial background
    Charlie Harrison / Bob Parks Realty
    615-849-5163  /  615-896-4040
    e-mail: Harrisoc@realtracs.com
 
MTSU Business Professor
    Dr. Klika at MTSU Business Department
    615-898-2745
    E-mail: dklika@mtsu.edu
 
Bank President
    Jim Bryant at Bank of Murfreesboro
    615-890-1111
    E-mail: jbryant@bankm.com
 
School Administration
    Greg Lyles / Principal at Mitchell-Neilson Elementary
    615-890-7841
    E-mail: glyles@cityschools.net
 
Citizens
    Scott Murray / lives in Murfreesboro and loves theme parks
    615-907-4864
    Cap_art@hotmail.com
 
Links
 
Here are some good starting points for you, and some clues to keep you going!
 
Web Sites Related to Business Start-Ups
 
1. Entrepreneurship Education Forum will give you a starting point for all of your research into entrepreneurship. Go to the home page and follow the button marked "links."
http://entrepreneurship.vanderbilt.edu
 
Area Sites
 
Nashville Chamber of Commerce - http://www.nashvillechamber.com/
 
Murfreesboro Sites
 
Murfreesboro Chamber of Commerce - http://www.rutherfordchamber.org/
  
City of Murfreesboro, TN - Home Page - Description: Official municipal web site, with information about city government services, issues, and events - www.ci.murfreesboro.tn.us/
 
Theme Park Sites
 
Gaylord Entertainment web site - http://www.gaylordentertainment.com/
Resources about Opryland - http://www.alexsplace.com/Postcards/Opryland-USA-Theme-Park/Opryland-USA-Theme-Park-Main.htm and 
 http://www.petulaclark.net/tv/americantv/opryland.html
 
Dollywood - http://www.dollywood.com/
 
Guiding Questions
 
1. Why would middle school students want to be engaged in this type of project?
2. What resources already exist in the Murfreesboro area for middle school students?
3. What was the Opryland Theme Park and what impact did it have on the Middle Tennessee area?
4. Can middle school students understand the magnitude of such a vast theme park as Opryland?
5. Can middle school students conceptualize smaller projects that may be entertaining to students?
6. Can middle school students conceptualize and develop a business venture that has local appeal?
7. Can middle school students work in small teams on different approaches to solving this issue?
Can middle school students develop a business approach to solving the issues related to entertainment for middle school students during summer vacation?

Products
 
Phase One - Where Do I Stand?
 
Write a two-page essay describing issues connected with the problem(s) dealt with in the scenario above. List them as pros and cons in an argument for or against your proposed solution. In groups, discuss your ideas and decide on one idea or a combination of ideas that the group will work on as a group project.
 
Phase Two - Doing the Research
 
Building on Phase One, create a plan for your solution, being sure to address all of the issues you identified. Make sure that your solution is economically viable and community friendly.
 
Phase Three - Taking It Public!
 
Present the plan to a group of community leaders for judging. The presentation should be creative, and may include such elements as artwork, video or audio production, posters, overhead transparencies, computer-based multi-media presentations, acting, music, etc. 
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