Anthropology Department

Course Descriptions – Spring 2008
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ANTH 101.01
Introduction to Anthropology - An introduction to general anthropology, the study of diverse cultures in both the contemporary world and the past.  The ways in which cultures have adapted and developed, bringing to bear the understanding derived from the four subdisciplines of anthropology: cultural, physical, linguistics, and archaeology.  Intended for students with a general interest in the field of anthropology.   FISCHER; TR 11:00-12:15; 3 credits.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ANTH 103.01
Introduction to Biological Anthropology – Natural selection and evolution of primates and humans.  Theories on early human lifeways and behavior.  Bioarcheological and bioanthropological studies of past and present human health and disease.  Evaluation of fossil, skeletal, molecular, and artifactual evidence in reconstructing the past.  AUDET; MWF 9:10-10:00; 3 credits.

ANTH 115.06
First-Year Writing Seminar: Ancestors of the Aztec and Inca – Description JANUSEK; TR 9:35-10:50; 3 credits.

ANTH 211.01
Archaeology- An introduction to the methods used by archaeologists to study the nature and development of prehistoric societies. Approaches to survey, excavation, analysis, and interpretation are explored through lectures, case studies, and problem assignments.  FOWLER; TR 8:10-9:25; 3 credits
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ANTH 216.01
Ancient Cities - Comparative examination of early cities in the Old World and pre-Columbian America.  Analysis of social and economic processes supporting pre-industrial urbanism.  Role of geography, ideology, trade, and settlement systems in the rise of early urban societies. JANUSEK; TR; 2:35-3:50; 3 credits.
ANTH 219.01
Comparative Writing Systems – The origins, development, and social uses of writing in the ancient Middle East, Mediterranean, and Mesoamerica.  Decipherments of hieroglyphic systems.  Literacy, historiography, and cross-cultural translation.  COLAS:  MWF 11:10-12:00; 3 credits.
ANTH 226.01
Myth, Ritual, Belief: The Anthropology of Religion - Cross-cultural survey of religious and ritual beliefs in the light of theories of religion. Topics include sacrifice, myth, witchcraft, divination, religious change, and millenarian movements.  ROSS; MWF 10:10-11:00; 3 credits.
ANTH 231.01
Colonial Encounters in the Americas – Theoretical discussion on colonialism as a sociocultural process.  Comparative colonialism in pre- and post-Hispanic contexts.  Methodological consideration of archeological and archival analyses and their complementary epistemological statuses.  Pan-American case studies.  WERNKE; MWF 10:10-11:00; 3 credits.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ANTH 249.01
Indigenous Peoples of Lowland South America – Native societies of the Amazonia, the Orinoco basin, and other forest, savanna, and coastal regions of South America.  Ecology, cosmology, social organization, and political relations in historical and contemporary populations.  Government policies, human rights, environmentalism, sustainable development, and indigenous activism and advocacy.  CONKLIN; TR 11:00-12:15; 3 credits.

ANTH 254.01
The Inca Empire - The rise and fall of the Inca state in the Southern American Andes. Inca society, agriculture, economy, warfare, ancestor worship, mummies, and royal wealth. Imperial expansion, the role of the feasting in Inca politics, and place of ecology in Inca religion. Destruction of the empire during the Spanish conquest; persistence of pre-Columbian culture among Inca descendants in Peru and Bolivia.  WERNKE; MWF 2:10-3:00; 3 credits.
ANTH 262.01
Cognitive Anthropology – A survey of methods and approaches in linguistics and the cognitive sciences.  Exploration of culture and thought; how culture affects our ways of reasoning.  ROSS; MWF 1:10-2:00; 3 credits.
ANTH 265.01
Psychological Anthropology - How personality and culture affect each other.  Socialization and the life cycle, the definition of sex roles, individual psychology and group aggression, religion and group personality, and the nature of mental illness and normalcy in non-Western societies.  GREGOR; TR 1:10-2:25; 3 credits.
ANTH 269.01
Introduction to a Maya Language – Beginning instruction in Kaqchikel, K’ichee’, or Q’eqchi’.  Basic speaking, reading, and writing skills.  Three weekly hours of class time and at least two hours of drill practice.  ROMERO; TR 9:35-10:50; 5 credits.
ANTH 270.01
Human Osteology – Anatomy of the human skeleton.  Determination of age, sex, stature, and biological affinity from bones and dentition.  Analyses of archaeological skeletal remains for diagnosis of disease and identification of cultural practices.  Use of human remains in criminal investigation.  TUNG; MWF 1:10-2:00; 3 credits.
ANTH 280.01
Introduction to Geographic Information Systems- Computerized graphics and statistical procedures to recognize and analyze spatial patterning.  Spatial data-collection, storage and retrieval; spatial analyses and graphic output of map features.  Integration of satellite imagery with data from other sources through hands-on experience.  Assumes basic knowledge of computer hardware and software.  Estrada-Belli; TR 1:10-2:25; 3 credits.
ANTH 281.01
Classic Maya Religion and Politics – Anthropology of politics and religion in Classic Maya culture, A.D. 100-1000.  Interpretation of Classic Maya iconography and epigraphy.  COLAS; MWF 2:10-3:00; 3 credits.

ANTH 284.01
Problems in Anthropological Theory – An advanced seminar in anthropological theory: cultural evolution, cultural history, ethnic relations, cultural ecology, archaeological method and theory, social structure, political organizations, religious institutions.  ESTRASDA-BELLI; TR 2:35-3:50; 3 credits.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ANTH 288a.01
Independent  Research - Readings on selected topics (of the student’s choice) and the preparation of reports.  Variable credit: 1-6 each semester.
ANTH 288b.01
Independent  Research - Readings on selected topics (of the student’s choice) and the preparation of reports.  Variable credit: 1-6 each semester.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ANTH 289.01
Field Research - Directed field research (on topics of the student’s choice).  Variable credit 1-6 each semester.
ANTH 294.01
Special Topics: TBA – STAFF; MWF 3:10-4:00; 3 credits.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ANTH 298.01
Honors Research - Research to be done in consultation with a member of the faculty in Anthropology.  Open only to those beginning honors work in anthropology. Variable credit 1-6 each semester, may be repeated for a maximum of 6.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ANTH 299.01
Honors Thesis - Open only to seniors in the departmental honors program.  Students completing this course with distinction, including a thesis and final examination, will earn honors in anthropology.  Prerequisite ANTH 298.  Variable credit 1-6 each semester, may be repeated for a total of 6.
Graduate Level Courses

ANTH 322.01
Sem: Culture, Structure, Personality – Integrative anthropological approaches to human behavior examining symbolism, values, the organization of the group, interaction and psychology.  GREGOR; M 4:00-7:00; 3 credits.

ANTH 328.01
Sem:Violence and Its Embodiments in the Past and Present – Anthropology and bioarchaeology of violence in ancient and modern communities.  Bioarchaeological theory and method to identify trauma and violence against the body.  Study of war and other forms of violence, including domestic abuse, ritual battles, corporeal punishment.  TUNG; W 4:00-7:00; 3 credits.
ANTH 350.01
Sem: Mesoamerican Archaeology – The prehistory of pre-Columbian civilizations of Mexico and Central America.  May be repeated for credit if topics are sufficiently different.  FOWLER; R 4:00-7:00; 3 credits.
ANTH 367.01
Special Topics: Language Evangelization – Exploring the linguistic and discursive consequences of the encounter between Native American and Catholic religious traditions after the European conquest.  Focusing especially on Mesoamerica and the Andes. ROMERO; T 4:00-7:00; 3 credits.
ANTH 367.02
Special Topics: TBA
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ANTH 369.01
Master’s Thesis Research.
ANTH 399.01
Ph.D. Dissertation Research. 

.
