Lat 203: THE LYRIC POETRY OF HORACE  

Dr. Daniel Solomon


daniel.p.solomon@vanderbilt.edu.

Office hours: M, 1-3 p.m., T, 8-10 a.m., in Furman 327 (tel.: 3-4134).

Required texts: 1) Daniel Garrison, Horace’s Epodes and Odes. University of Oklahoma, 1998

    2) David West, Horace’s Epodes and Odes.  Oxford, 2000



    3) Any Latin-English dictionary – preferably Intermediate.


Objectives:  Interpretation, contextualization, and influence of the lyric poetry of Horace.  The period between 44 and 13 B.C. marked a political and psychological watershed for ancient Rome, as the Republic, having stood firm for half a millennium, was replaced by Empire.  Romans accustomed to self-determination and competition were now obliged to leave the most important public decision-making in the hands of a ruler.  Horace had fought for the Republic at the battle of Philippi; after defeat and amnesty, he was invited to accept Augustus’ literary patronage, and within twenty years he had become the official bard of the new regime.  In this course we will analyze the poetry and politics of a man uniquely placed to mediate between conservative and progressive Rome. 


Of all the many genres with which Horace experimented, the lyric poetry of the Odes and the Epodes alone provides a literary continuum stretching over thirty years, as Horace endeavored to be the first to successfully import to Rome the lyric poetry of Alcaeus, Mimnermus, and Pindar.  We will see how he adapted the lyric, the rhetoric and the aesthetics of Catullus in a quest to become Rome’s first “serious” poet.  We will always begin with the meter, diction, imagery, and structure of each poem in our reconstructions of its social and literary contexts.  Therefore we will limit our assignments to about 100 short verses per week, but we will consider each of these verses in thorough detail. 


Lesson format: After a brief summary of the previous session's material, a student will read aloud selections from the assigned poems.  We will then translate, examine noteworthy grammar, and analyze.  At home you may consult English translations for reference purposes, but copying anything more than a few phrases constitutes plagiarism.  All translation in class must be directly from the original text: written cribs are forbidden.

Requirements:  

- Four short quizzes (10-15 minutes), but further quizzes MAY BE unannounced: these will mostly be translation and grammar, but quiz 2 will be a commentary, in order to prepare you for the First Review Exam. The lowest quiz grade will be dropped.

- Two recitations of assigned poems (about twenty verses each): these do not have to be memorized, but they must respect pronunciation, meter, and above all feeling.


- Two Review Exams, Mon, Feb. 19 and Apr. 2: translation, scansion, grammar, commentary 


- Term Paper (8-10 pages), due Apr. 18 (three points will be docked for each day late, up to a maximum of ten); you MAY submit a first draft by Apr 6; but you MUST submit at least an outline by April 11.  The choice of topic is up to you, but you should confirm it with me beforehand. You could focus on a poem, a motif, or a context; whatever your topic, you must show mastery of our course materials.

- Final Exam: translation, grammar, and short essays.

	Course grade:
            Recitations

5 %



            Quizzes

10 %


Paper


25 %


Review Exams
15 % each


Final:


30 %
	Grading scale:
Points are scored out of a total of 100: the top ten constitute the "A" range, the next ten the "B" range, and so forth. The letter is accompanied by "+" or "-" if your score falls within the top or bottom 3 points of each range. Thus, e.g., 87-89= B+ ; 83-86 = B ; 80-82 = B- 


	 Provisional schedule of readings (texts to be read in English translation are in italics):
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Feb 9
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Feb 16
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Feb 23
Mon 
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Mar 23
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Mar 26

Wed      Mar 28
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Apr 2

Wed      Apr 4

Fri 
Apr 6  (DRAFT DUE)
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Wed     Apr 18 (PAPER DUE)
Fri 
Apr 20
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Apr 23
	Intro to a genre: Epodes 1.1-22

Intro to a patron: 1 (concl.); 3

Invective and irony: Epodes 4; 2, 6, 10

The author emasculated: Epodes 8; 5, 12

The author in love: Epodes 14, 15; 11, 13
“let’s get serious for a minute!”: Epodes 16.1-14, 35-48, 57-66; 7, 9, rest of 16

The author’s defeat: Epodes 17.1-26, 36-41, 70-81; rest of 17

Quiz 1; meter; Odes 1.1.1-10
Maecenas’ amicitia: Odes 1.1 (concl.); 1.20, 2.12, 2.17

Augustus: Odes 1.2; 1.12

Praeceptor amoris: Odes 1.4, 1.5; 1.33
Recusatio: Odes 1.6; 1.3
Quiz 2; National poetry: Odes 1.7, 1.8, 1.12
Symposium: Odes 1.9, 1.11; 1.27, 2.11

Love and violence: Odes 1,13, 1.19; 1.23

Locus amoenus: Odes 1.17; 1.15, 1.16

Review Exam 1
Revenge on Canidia? Odes 1.25, 2.8; 3.15
Cleopatra: Odes 1.37. 
Civil war: Odes 1.38; 2.1.17-40; 2.1.1-16 
Teacher of love, life, and time: Odes 2.3, 2.2, 2.6
Friendship: Odes 2.7; 1.36

Quiz 3; Mediocrity: Odes 2.10; 2.16

Death: Odes 2.14; 2.9, 2.13

Horace as vates: Odes 3.1; 2.19, 2.20
Virtus and its victims: Odes 3.2; 3.3
“Roman Odes”: Odes 3.4.36-80; rest of 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.24

Quiz 4; the poet’s power: Odes 3.13

Return to love and wine: Odes 3.7, 3.9; 3.19, 3.21

Double-edged praise for Caesar: Odes 3.14; 3.25, 3.26
Rapture and immortality: Odes 3.30; 3.29 

Review Exam 2
State poet laureate: Carmen Saeculare, 1-52 (rest in English)
A new edition: Odes 4.1
Horace as Pindar: Odes 4.2.1-32; rest of 4.2

Prosaic tributes to Augustus: Odes 4.3, 4.4, 4.5
Spring: Odes 4.7; 4.8, 4.9

The end of love: Odes 4.13; 4.10, 4.11, 4.12

End of the Odes: Odes 4.15; 4.14

Epistles 1.4, 2.1

General Review


