Dear Colleagues,
We write to you as scholars who have produced groundbreaking and enduring works on poetry and poetic discourse. We hope that you will agree to participate in what we believe will be an important two-fold event and a major publication in the field of poetry. We propose two colloquia on The Poetics of Hispanism to be held at Vanderbilt University on February 13 and 14, 2009 and on September 17, 18, and 19, 2009, and that will become the material of a critical anthology of essays entitled The Poetics of Hispanism from the Perspective of the Twenty-first Century.

The first colloquium is geared to address a series of questions that we have formulated. The Poetics of Hispanism aspires to address the shortage of intellectual exchange by putting together divergent answers to a two-fold question, namely, “what is Hispanic poetry’s destiny today and what part in its fate do critics play?” Can a shift in theoretical and/or critical approaches to poetry advance its cause, increase its readership, and address the question of accessibility? Should scholars be concerned with these issues? What are we doing with poetry today and how does it make a difference? Answers to these questions can be theoretical or critical; they can be related to one book, one poet, one generation, one literary tradition or many. We hope to harvest as a result a wide range of points of view and to tease out from them the way poetry is inserting itself in our intellectual and cultural environment.

By January 10, 2009, the panelists will exchange papers. These essays will consist of the panelists’ preliminary exploration of the topic they have chosen to study as part of The Poetics of Hispanism from the Perspective of the Twenty-first Century. These preliminary works should not exceed 10 pages in length, including bibliography and notes, following the standard format of double-spaced pages with one-inch margins, printed in Times New Roman 12.

On February 13 and 14, the panelists will present and discuss their preliminary papers in workshop meetings open to the public. These meetings will be organized around four panels of three speakers. Each presentation will be limited to 15 minutes. A session of questions and answers of half an hour will follow the presentations.

During our second colloquium, to be held between September 17 and 19, 2009, the same 12 participants will be divided in four panels, also open to the public. During these workshops they will present the essays they have written for The Poetics of Hispanism. Each paper will be limited to 30 minutes of presentation time, which will be followed by a period of 15 minutes for questions and answers.

Our role as editors will be to analyze the answers of our contributors in a critical introduction. As editors, we will not trace a map to, arrange or describe the contributions. We intend to explore intersections, oppositions, differences, productive counterpoints, and the ways in which they inform critical thinking on poetry. It is precisely with the prospect of provocative conflict, disagreement, and dissidence that we undertake this assessment of the vital signs of poetic output at this time.

Sincerely,

Cathy L. Jrade

Christina Karageorgou-Bastea

