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This special issue of Discours social / Social Discourse was first discussed during the IVth
International Bakhtin Conference, Urbino, Italy, on a beautiful summer day in July of 1989. A
year and a half later, amidst an escalating allied-forces led war in the Middle East wherein
so-called high technology equipment Is being used to murder, massacre and maim civilian
populations and soldiers at each passing moment even as the enormous resources used to
develop and engage such equipment deprives human life of basic human needs, we are on
our way to delivering the issue to the printer.

Urgent questions are implicitly raised concerning the relationship between academic work
-- and a journal such as Discours social /| Social Discourse seems to fall into this category
- and useful social action. In one manual for useful political action and understanding within
the context of critical studies and textual analysis is Jim Merod's The Social Responsibility
of the Critic (NY, Cornell, 1987). Merod writes:

The purpose of intellectual work is not just to advance theoretical understanding
and to enrich intellectual practices but to widen and deepen the social relevance
of knowledge -- to put ideas into more useful contact with democratic principles,
to make all institutions within the Western sphere of influence more democratic,
to make democracy as a national political force (as a cultural ideal) more
prominent, less prone to the massive assault of commercially induced apathy
(98).

This is an urgent agenda; we should not misconstrue or falsify original research intentions
or findings in order to make them fit’ into useful political practice, we must find ways of
researching and acting which will provide the tools necessary to unveil coercive,
~ authoritarian, inhumane and anti-social actions of local, regional, state, national and

- international political and economic policy makers. This seems like an insurmountable task;
- howeverto the extent that we bow out because of our apparent powerlessness, we are falling
to the will of the ruling class. Noam Chomsky writes in Towards a New Cold War. Essays
Current Crisis and How We Got There (NY, Pantheon, 1982):
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