
BULK DENSITY
(DRY WEIGHT/BIOMASS)
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Procedure
Sediment
1. Using a coring device, sample soil to the desired depth. Carefully remove core from soil to
preserve a known volume of sample (usually the volume of the coring device) as it exists in situ. 
2. Transfer sample to a container appropriate for drying in an oven. Be sure to identify the
container.
3. Dry sample at 105 C until a consistent weight is obtained. o

4. Weigh sample to at least 2 - 3 decimal places. 
Leaf Litter
1. Using a quadrate of determinate size, collect all vegetative material within the quadrant (leaf
litter, twigs, etc.) and place into a labeled collection bag. 
2. Transfer sample to a container appropriate for drying in an oven. Be sure to identify the
container.
3. Dry sample at 105 C until a consistent weight is obtained. o

4. Weigh sample to at least 2 - 3 decimal places.

Equipment
Drying oven

Large capacity drying oven set to 105 C.o


