English 318

Seminar in Victorian Prose and Poetry
Professor Carolyn Dever

Fall 2005

Office phone: 322 7360
Officelocation: 301 Kirkland Hall

e-mail: Carolyn.dever @vanderbilt.edu

Office hours. Monday 3-4 and by appointment

Race, Affect, and Sexual Selection
In Victorian Fiction

Wednesday, August 24

Wednesday, August 31

Wednesday, September 7

Wednesday, September 14

Wednesday, September 21

Wednesday, September 28

Wednesday, October 5

Charles Darwin, On the Origin of Species.

Origin of Species.
Gillian Beer, Prefaces, Introduction, Parts| and |1
of Darwin’s Plots.

Darwin, The Descent of Man.

Beer, “Descent and sexual selection: women in
narrative.”

George Levine, “*And If It Be aPretty Woman All
the Better’' —Darwin and Sexual Selection.”
Rosemary Jann, “Darwin and the Anthropol ogists:
Sexual Selection and Its Discontents.”

Darwin, The Expression of the Emotionsin Man
and Animals.

Cannon Schmitt, “Darwin’s Savage Mnemonics.”
Daniel V. Rosenberg, “Language in the discourse of
emotions.”

Expression of the Emotions.

Rachel Conrad, “‘[A]sif She Defied the World in
her Joyousness': Rereading Darwin on Emotion
and Emotional Devel opment.”

Charlotte Brontg, Jane Eyre.
Rey Chow, “When Whiteness Feminizes. ... Some
Consequences of a Supplementary Logic.”

Jane Eyre.
James Buzard, “The Wild English Girl: Jane Eyre.”



Wednesday, October 12

Wednesday, October 19

Wednesday, October 26

Wednesday, November 2

Wednesday, November 9

Wednesday, November 16

Wednesday, November 23
Wednesday, November 30

Wednesday, December 7

Requirements:

CharlesDickens, Little Dorrit.

Jonathan Smith, “Darwin’s Barnacles, Dickens's
Little Dorrit, and the Social Uses of Victorian
Seaside Studies.”

Little Dorrit.

Jeff Nunokawa, “Domestic Securities: Little Dorrit
and the Fictions of Property.”

Amanda Anderson, “Cosmopolitanism in Different
Voices. Charles Dickens s Little Dorrit and the
Hermeneutics of Suspicion.”

Wilkie Collins, The Moonstone.

Ann Cvetkovich, “The Politics of Affect” and
“Marketing Affect.”

D.A. Miller, “From roman policier to roman-police
Wilkie Collins's The Moonstone.”

GeorgeEliot, Daniel Deronda.
Daniel Deronda.

Beer, “Daniel Deronda and the idea of afuture
life.”

Daniel Deronda.

Cynthia Chase, “The Decomposition of Elephants:
Double-Reading Daniel Deronda.”

Carolyn Dever, “Denia, Displacement, Deronda.”
THANKSGIVING BREAK

Paper presentations.

Paper presentations.

Attendance, participation, and the timely completion of all reading, presentation, and

writing assignments.

An in-class presentation, prepared collaboratively by a group of students and designed to
focus and lead the seminar discussion of the week’s primary and secondary texts. Each
group should meet with me in advance of its presentation, and if assigning additional
reading should provide access to that reading at |east a week beforeit is due.



Anindividua presentation to the entire group about your seminar paper, modeled on a
conference paper format. These presentations will take the place of our regular class
meetings on November 30 and December 7.

A seminar paper of publishable length (20-25 pp.), aspiring to professional standards of
critical analysis, methodological clarity, and theoretical engagement. We will talk both
collectively and individually about these expectations, but you should begin to formulate
your own ideas about what they mean as you do your critical reading for this and other
classes throughout the semester.



