Curriculum Vitae

Christina Marie Cerkevich

	31  301 David K. Wilson Hall

111  21st Avenue South

Nashville, TN 37240-7817


	                                  Office (615) 343-4883

   christina.m.cerkevich@vanderbilt.edu

	Education
	B.A., Neuroscience with Honors

B.A., Anthropology

Vanderbilt University (Spring 2006)


	Current Position
	Graduate Student, August 2006-Present

Vanderbilt University, Department of Psychology – Advisor: Jon Kaas 

Currently studying connections of the primate sensory systems. Work involves mapping, tracer injection, tissue sectioning, immunochemical reactions and computer aided reconstruction.  


	Interests
	Sensory Systems

Neuroscience

Comparative Anatomy


	Research Experience
	Research Assistant, 2006

Vanderbilt University.  Kaas Lab.  Assist laboratory head, research scientists and prostdocs with ongoing neuroanatomical experiments. Work includes surgical assistance, tissue preparation, microscopy analysis (camera lucida, IgorTM, and NurolucidaTM), digital photography, and figure and diagram construction.  Experience with motor and somatosensory mapping, tracer injections, immunohistochemistry, and florescent and cytological stains. 

Undergraduate Research, August 2004 – May 2006

Vanderbilt University.  Kaas Lab.  Assisted laboratory head, research scientists, and graduate students with neuroanatomical experiments concerning the connections of prosimian posterior parietal cortex.  Work involved surgical assistance, cell plotting, and reconstruction.


	Honors and Awards
	William F. Hodges Teaching Assistant Award, Department Psychology Vanderbilt University (2009)
Lisa M. Queensberry Foundation Grant, Lisa M. Queensberry Foundation at the Community Foundation of Louisville (2008)

University Fellowship, Vanderbilt University (2006-Present)



	Journal Articles
	Stepniewska, I., Cerkevich, CM., Fang, P-C, Kaas, JH. (Submitted) Organization of the posterior parietal cortex in galagos: II. Ipsilateral cortical connections of physiological identified zones within anterior sensorimotor region. 

Padberg, J., Cerkevich, CM., Engle, J., Rajan, A., Recanzone, G., Kaas, JH., Krubitzer, L. (2009) Thalamocortical connections of parietal somatosensory cortical fields in macaque monkeys are highly divergent and convergent. Cerebral Cortex 19(9):2038-64.


	Abstracts
	Cerkevich CM,  Qi HX, Kaas JH. (2009) Thalamocortical connections of the macaque 3b oral cavity representation. Society for Neuroscience, 2009. Chicago, IL: Society for Neurosciene.
Cerkevich, CM., Baldwin, MLK., Collins, CE., Lyon, DC., Kaas, JH. (2008) Distribution of cortical neuron projections to the superior colliculus in macaque monkeys and prosimian primates. Society for Neuroscience, 2008. Washington, DC: Society for Neuroscience 


	Talks
	Vanderbilt Universtiy, Deparment of Psychology Neuroscience Brown Bag. Nashville, TN (February 2009) Thalamocortical connections of the macaque 3b oral cavity representation
Vanderbilt Universtiy, Deparment of Psychology Neuroscience Brown Bag. Nashville, TN (February 2008) Cortical connections of the superior colliculus


	Teaching Experience
	Lecture: “Brain Evolution”. Vanderbilt University, Neuroanatomy. Fall 2007, 2008

Teaching Assistant. Vanderbilt University. Neuroanatomy. Dr. Anna Roe. Fall 2007, Fall 2008
Teaching Assistant. Vanderbilt university. Biological Basis of Mental Disorders. Dr. Leslie Smith. Spring 2008. Spring 2009


	Professional Affiliations
	Society for Neuroscience (2007-present)

	Skills
	Experience with graphic design and layout using Adobe PhotoshopTM and IllustratorTM, and CanvasTM. Comprehensive knowledge of   Word Perfect TM, Microsoft WordTM, PowerPointTM, ExcelTM, SASTM, CanvasTM, IgorTM, and NeurolucidaTM systems.


