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                                     December 2010

Dissertation: Naked Novels: Victorian Sonnet Sequences and the Problem of Marriage

Directed by: Dr. Carolyn Dever (Chair), Dr. Rachel Teukolsky, Dr. Ellen Levy, 

         Dr. Tricia Lootens (Outside Reader; University of Georgia)

Abstract:  This dissertation examines the form of Victorian sonnet sequences in order to expose the ways this poetry reshapes expectations of desire, love and marriage in 19th century England.   Reading sequences by Elizabeth Barrett Browning, George Meredith, George Eliot, Michael Field and others, I show how each set of poems formally revises the amatory tradition.  Most notably, the poems shift their subject from courtly love to marital love and the domestic.  Proposing a methodology that I call a queer formalism, I argue that these poems engage marriage only to expose a resistance to heteronormative marriage plots.  I argue that through the formal structure of the verses, the poems interrogate the bounds of legally and socially sanctioned forms of intimacy and love. 
M.A. in English, Vanderbilt University
     




                             August 2006


Master’s Thesis: ‘Mine eye hath play'd the painter’: Desire and Ekphrasis in Shakespeare's 



    Venus and Adonis, and the Sonnets 
B.A. with highest honors in English, Art History minor


                                              May 2003


Muhlenberg College, Allentown, Pennsylvania 


summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa

Publications and Working Papers
Queering Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s Sonnets from the Portuguese                                              (under review)
‘Drawing on the tomb for text’: Marriage and Poetic Form in George Meredith’s Modern Love        (in progress)
Awards and Honors
Edgar Hill Duncan Award, Vanderbilt University English Department (April 2010)

For overall achievement in a graduate career

Robert Penn Warren Center for the Humanities Graduate Fellow (July 2009-June 2010)

Year-long interdisciplinary fellowship 
Women’s and Gender Studies Certification, Vanderbilt University (April 2010)

Point Foundation, semi finalist (March 2009) 

National academic LGBT fellowship

Graduate Student Travel Grant, Vanderbilt University (October 2009; April 2009)

Rose Alley Press Achievement Award (September 2008) 

Recognizing teaching, scholarship, and contributions to the Vanderbilt University English department

Dickens Project of the University of California: Dickens Universe, Santa Cruz, CA (July 2008)

Selected by Vanderbilt to attend a weeklong program of lectures and seminars on Charles Dickens 

Jacob K. Javits Fellowship for Graduate Studies (September 2005- August 2009)

Four-year national academic fellowship for doctorial study in fields of arts, humanities, and social sciences

Teaching and Work Experience

Conference Coordinator, Annual North American Victorian Studies Association (NAVSA) Conference,      

       November 3-6, 2011 at Vanderbilt University  

Graduate Instructor, Department of English, Vanderbilt University 

(full instructional responsibility)
· Composition, ENGL 100W-02: Where am I?: Finding the “I” in Ideology and Identity, Spring 2009

· Literature: Critical Thinking and Analysis, ENGL 102W-04: Close Encounters: Aesthetic Experiences and Emerging Identities Fall, 2008
· Literature: Forms and Techniques, ENGL 102W-19: Artists, Dreamers and Murderers, Spring 2008 

· Literature: Forms and Techniques, ENGL 102W-11: Bodies in Motion, Fall 2007

Writing Assistant/Teaching Assistant, First Year Seminar Program, Muhlenberg College 
· Religion and Culture with Dr. Hemchand Gossai, Fall 2002

· Bodies in Heat with Dr. Barri J. Gold, Fall 2001 and Spring 2002

Writing Tutor and Writing Mentor, Muhlenberg College Writing Center, 2001-2003

Selected Presentations, Panels and Invited Papers 

“Queering Sonnets from the Portuguese”
   Robert Penn Warren Center for the Humanities, Graduate Student Lecture Series (April 2010)

“Poets, Lovers and Pet Owners: Intimacy in Michael Field”

   UCLA Queer Studies Conference  (Los Angeles, California; October 2009)

“Triangulations of Intimacy: Michael Field’s Whym Chow, Flame of Love”
   British Women Writers Conference (Iowa City, Iowa; April 2009)

“Drawing on the ‘tomb for text’: Marriage and Poetic Form in George Meredith’s Modern Love”

   The Dickens Project: Winter Conference (Nashville, Tennessee; February 2009)

“‘Mine eye hath play'd the painter’: Desire and Ekphrasis in Shakespeare's Venus and Adonis, 

and the Sonnets” 

   English Graduate Student Association Conference (Nashville, Tennessee; April 2006)

Panel Participant: “National Granting Institutions: ACLS, NEH, Woodrow Wilson, and Jacob Javits Fellowships”
   Vanderbilt University Grant and Fellowship Workshop (Nashville, Tennessee; March 2009)

Panel Participant: “Writing, with Feeling: Personal Reflection in Student Writing”

   Vanderbilt Writing Studio Symposium: Writing and Discipline (Nashville, TN; March 2009)

Panel Participant: “Balancing Graduate Student Demands”

   National Conference on Graduate Student Leadership (Lexington, Kentucky; November 2007)

Professional and Institutional Service

English Graduate Student Association (EGSA), Vanderbilt University


President (August 2008-09)


Peer mentor (August 2008- 09)


Representative to the Graduate Student Council (August 2005-May 2006)

Center for Teaching Advisory Board, Graduate Student Representative (May 2007- Sept 2008)

Graduate Student Council, Vice President of Academic Affairs (May 2006-May 2008)

Organized university-wide interdisciplinary conference entitled Graduate Student Research Day 

Vanderbilt Student Conduct Council, Member (September 2006- September 2008)

Graduate Honor Council, Core Member (September 2005-August 2006)

Interdisciplinary Working Groups and Workshops

19th Century Working Group Robert Penn Warren Center for the Humanities at Vanderbilt University (September 2005- present)

Interdisciplinary working group comprised of faculty and students in the humanities

Queer Theory Reading Group, Robert Penn Warren Center (September 2005- present)

Co-Facilitator (August 2006-May 2008)

Interdisciplinary graduate student group to further the study of queer pedagogy, theory and methodology

Reclaiming Citizenship Working Group, Robert Penn Warren Center (September 2006-present)

Facilitator (January 2009- May 2010)

Interdisciplinary graduate-student group dedicated to bridging the scholar/activist divide in academia

Teaching Texts: The Hard Stuff of Reading, Vanderbilt University Center for Ethics (May 2008)

Weeklong seminar exploring ethics and pedagogy of reading within an interdisciplinary context

Graduate Student Teaching Event for Professional Development (GradSTEP) 2008

   Topic: Keeping Pace with the Present: Practical Approaches to Teaching Tomorrow’s Leaders

   Vanderbilt University Center for Teaching (January 2008)

Pedagogy of the Difficult: Exploring the Hard Stuff, Center for Ethics (May 2007)

Weeklong seminar exploring conflicts of meaning and value that make teaching difficult and ways to transform those difficulties into learning opportunities

Archival Research 

British Library, London, England (August 2009)

   Investigated journal manuscripts written by poets Katherine Bradley and Edith Cooper


Supported by Research Assistantship under the direction of Dr. Carolyn Dever

Newberry Library, Chicago, Illinois (February 2010)

   Researched first-edition volumes of poetry by Michael Field 

Supported by the Robert Penn Warren Center Graduate Fellowship

Other Awards, Honors and Certifications

City of Allentown Human Relations Commission Award, Allentown, PA (September 2005)

Awarded to groups and individuals who bridge the gaps between people of different cultures, languages, races, ages, and backgrounds; awarded for work related to bullying and hate crimes in the public schools

National Organization for Victim Assistance (NOVA), Certified Crisis Responder (April 2005)

Sojourner Truth Award, Muhlenberg College (April 2003)

For academic excellence in women’s studies and outstanding commitment to women’s issues 

The Dr. Harold L. Stenger Jr. Fellowship for Graduate Study in Literature (April 2003)

Awarded to a Muhlenberg College graduating senior who has demonstrated excellence in literary studies 

Muhlenberg College Writing Center Award for Outstanding Writing Center Mentor (May 2003)

Peer-selected award for training new writing tutors
Muhlenberg College Writing Center Outstanding Writing Tutor Award (May 2002)

Selected by professors for excellence as a writing tutor and writing assistant

Presidential Scholarship, Muhlenberg College (Fall 1999 – Spring 2003) 

Steven G. Calvert Memorial Merit Scholarship (Fall 1999- Spring 2003)

Four-year merit scholarships 

Other Employment and Volunteer Work
Kenneth Goldstein, LLC, Madison, Wisconsin





                   2010-2011

Consultant

   Edited textbook chapters for Introduction to Political Science, handled transcription for focus groups,     

   compiled data, and created Power Point presentations for state-wide public opinion survey
We Are Wisconsin.org Madison, Wisconsin





                   2010-2011

Volunteer

Frist Museum of the Arts, Nashville, Tennessee





      2005-2008

Volunteer
Crime Victims Council of the Lehigh Valley, Allentown, PA 



                   2003-2005
Prevention Educator and Crisis Counselor

   Wrote and developed curricula to educate children, college students, and community groups about   

   issues of safety and violence; counseled clients, answered hotline calls and ran therapeutic support 
   groups

Thompson and Wadsworth Publishing 





                   2004-2005
Research Assistant
   Aided Drs. David Rosenwasser and Jill Stephen at Muhlenberg College with research for Writing   

   Analytically about Words and Images (Wadsworth Publishing 2007)

