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The Future of Brazilian Studies in the United States:

An Agenda for Expansion
A.  Formulating an Agenda for Brazilian Studies

On September 30-October 1, 2005, Brown University and the Brazilian Studies Association (BRASA) hosted a “Conference on the Future of Brazilian Studies in the United States.” The conference was the culmination of more than two years of discussions among a number of scholars in the United States who had been exchanging ideas about ways to promote Brazilian studies.  Led by James Green (Department of History, Brown University, and President of BRASA, 2002-2004) and the Executive Committee of BRASA, a Committee on the Future of Brazilian Studies was organized with officials from BRASA as well as others who had not had a role in BRASA.  We all resolved to bring together as many participants as possible at a meeting to discuss the state of Brazilian studies in the United States, and to begin to formulate an agenda for promoting Brazilian studies over the next decade.  


All of those involved in the organization of the conference firmly believe in the importance of Brazil and Brazilian studies for the United States.  Brazil is the fifth largest country in the world in land mass and population, with more than 180 million citizens, and the tenth largest economy on the planet.  Portuguese is the seventh most widely spoken language in the world today.  The key issue facing the conference organizers was how best to promote the expansion of Brazilian studies in the United States over the next decade.  We firmly believe that the promotion of Brazilian studies through the collaboration of a broad range of constituencies is in the best interest of all those organizations—in the public and private sectors—in the United States that are interested in Brazil:  foundations, government agencies, think tanks, community organizations, as well as universities.

Fully aware that there have been a variety of meetings over the past three decades that have discussed the state of Brazilian studies from various angles, the conference organizers strongly agreed on two important objectives: First, that the conference should be inclusive and comprehensive in its range of participants to air as completely as possible the broadest range of issues affecting Brazilian studies in the United States.  Second, that the meeting should become the starting point for the formulation of a precise, comprehensive, and detailed agenda that would lead to specific and concerted actions to produce concrete results.  


This report is the first concrete result of the Conference on the Future of Brazilian Studies in the United States.  After a very brief description of the conference, the following pages lay out a succinct summary and overview of the major issues the participants discussed.  The final section of the report then presents a specific set of recommendations.  The success of the conference will ultimately be measured over the coming years by the ability of all of those interested in Brazilian studies in the United States to implement these recommendations.  This will require the hard work and collaboration of many people, foundations, agencies, universities, and and other organizations.  It was clear from the spirited discussions at the conference that the Brazilian Studies Association should serve a central role in facilitating and promoting the implementation of the recommendations in this report.  
B.  The Conference

Over the last two years the Executive Committee of the Brazilian Studies Association (BRASA) has been discussing new ways to encourage the expansion and development of Brazilian Studies in the United States. To achieve this goal, BRASA’s leadership organized a Committee on the Future of Brazilian Studies in the United States composed of members of the BRASA Executive Committee and other leading Brazilianists (see Appendix 1 for the complete list of the members of the Committee).


In a meeting held in Las Vegas, Nevada on October 6, 2004, the Committee approved a proposal to organize a national Conference on the Future of Brazilian Studies in the United States to be held at Brown University, Friday, September 30, and Saturday, October 1, 2005 (see Appendix 2 for the conference schedule).  The conference would be open to anyone interested in discussing ways to expand Brazilian Studies in the United States.


The rationale for the Conference was to enable participants from around the country to (a) share experiences about establishing and/or expanding Brazilian studies; (b) identify common priorities for developing Brazilian Studies in the United States; (c) pinpoint areas in which different colleges, universities, centers, organizations, and individuals can work together on common projects; and (d) engage in follow-up discussions with the Brazilian embassy and consulates, Department of Education representatives, foundations, and other entities about how to work together to implement the ideas and proposals that would come out of the Conference.


In preparation for the Conference, six individuals from diverse perspectives were asked to write and present working papers on different aspects of developing Brazilian studies in the United States (see Appendix 3 for a list of the contributors). These papers were posted on the BRASA website by June 1, 2005 and some were published in the LASA Forum (volume 36, number 2, Summer 2005). During the Conference, more than 150 participants from more than 75 different organizations, agencies, and educational institutions had opportunities to discuss their ideas in plenary sessions and in small-group discussions organized around a variety of interests and topics.


The conference concluded on Saturday afternoon, October 1, with two plenary sessions that synthesized the full range of the discussions.  Marshall Eakin, the Executive Director of BRASA, then drafted this report, circulated that draft among the member of the conference organizing committee and the BRASA Executive Committee.  The final draft of the report was then made available (via the BRASA website and email lists) to all the conference participants for their comments and suggestions.  


This final version represents the culmination of a wide ranging, highly collaborative, comprehensive discussion over more than two years involving many different constituencies from universities and colleges, high schools, community organizations, government agencies (U.S. and Brazilian), foundations, and diverse individuals.  

C.  Key Issues

1.  Re-positioning Brazilian Studies

In an era when area studies have been seriously questioned, and a move in the humanities and social sciences toward problem-oriented, transnational research has emerged with great force, the very concept of Brazilian studies produced serious, and thoughtful discussion in the opening session of the conference.  Several of the conference presenters and participants highlighted the need to move beyond the traditional emphasis in area studies on the nation-state and to place Brazil within larger contexts.  Brazil and Brazilian studies are (and have been) shaped by the country’s regional diversity and tensions, by the nation’s place within Latin America and the rest of the Americas, within the Atlantic world, within the Lusophone world, and within an international community in which it increasingly asserts itself as a voice for the global South.  Although the Brazilian nation-state may continue to play a central role in Brazilian studies, quite clearly, the future of Brazilian studies will also be profoundly shaped by the intersections of the local, regional, transnational, and global contexts.  


From an organizational perspective, this larger vision of Brazilian studies illustrates the need to pursue and create coalitions and partnerships across disciplinary boundaries, around issues and themes, and beyond the traditional core disciplines in the humanities and social sciences.  Many participants emphasized the need to work with organizations such as the Latin American Studies Association (LASA), the American Portuguese Studies Association (APSA), the Associação Internacional de Lusitanistas (AIL), lusophone organizations, and other professional disciplinary associations to create alliances while maintaining a strong sense of identity as a distinct field of study.


2.  Infrastructural Issues


a.  The University Environment

Clearly, one of the most important tasks in the coming years will be to strengthen Brazilian studies programs in a wide variety of very diverse institutions of higher education–from the small to the large, public and private, those with already strong Brazilian studies programs to those with minimal programs.  Conference participants repeatedly stressed the need to create and sustain a need for Brazilian studies in educational institutions of all types across the country.  


One of the keys to achieving this goal will be to build coalitions and alliances across departments, and especially across schools, within universities and colleges.  We must build links across the humanities and social sciences departments, but also with the sciences, schools of medicine, nursing, public health, law, and business, to name some key examples.  We must, as one participant put it, making ourselves “indispensable” in our institutions, and at the same time, make Brazilian studies indispensable.  Kenneth P. Serbin, president-elect of BRASA, and a faculty member at the University of San Diego, outlined a very practical set of recommendations on ways to do this for those who, like him, work at institutions with few Brazilianists.  A number of participants in the conference emphasized the need to produce a concise document on the importance of Brazil and Brazilian studies that could be used to persuade key administrators (deans, provosts, presidents) and colleagues of the importance of Brazilian studies for their particular institution.


There was general agreement that we must use our natural allies in Latin American studies to strengthen Brazilian studies within our institutions, in particular, colleagues in Romance language departments.  Given the enormous enrollments in Spanish classes across the country (nearly 650,000 students each semester versus 7,000 in Portuguese classes), a key tactic should be efforts to get our Spanish-speaking colleagues interested in Brazil and help them travel to Brazil.  Likewise, we need to recruit more political scientists, economists, and anthropologists involved more directly in Brazilian studies and as members of BRASA.  Clearly, the best way to “recruit” these colleagues is by mobilizing funding that will help them travel to Brazil, undertake research, and develop strong affective ties to Brazil and its peoples.  


One key tactic should be focused work through and among professional associations (disciplinary and interdisciplinary) to create Brazil groups, sections, or clusters within associations (e.g., American Anthropological Association).  Several participants from language and literature departments stressed the importance of establishing a greater presence for Portuguese within the American Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese (AATSP) and the Modern Language Association.


Another key will be to strengthen ties among institutions to promote and expand Brazilian studies, especially among those institutions that already have established strong programs.  Systematic and purposeful cross-campus collaboration will strengthen the Brazil programs at individual institutions, and help introduce and then expand new programs on campuses that lack programs in Brazilian studies.  


The discussion around cross-campus collaboration highlights the need to create a consortium of Brazil programs in United States that could organize and mobilize Brazilianists while helping to promote an agenda for the expansion of Brazilian studies locally, regionally, and nationally.



b.  Beyond the University




Promoting Brazilian studies will also involve building stronger ties with those interested in Brazil in foundations, think tanks, government (U.S. and Brazilian) agencies, and the private sector.  These constituencies outside the university should be key allies in the promotion of Brazilian studies.  Too often in the past, these constituencies have been overlooked or ignored by academics in universities and colleges.  In some cases, this will involve careful cultivation of natural allies in these sectors.  In others, we must seek to “convert the unethusiastic” (to borrow a phrase from one conference participant).  Fundraising to help implement and carry forward the work that will arise out of the Conference requires Brazilianists to work closely on a regular and continuing basis with foundations, corporations, and government agencies.  


A clear point of agreement among participants was the need to create and foster stronger ties and networks among Brazilian and U.S. scholars, activists, and institutions.   This should involve not only a greater exchange of information, but also of people moving between Brazil and the United States.  Clearly, there is a need to build on already existing programs such as the Brazilian Embassy’s arrangement with the University of North Carolina Press to translate classic works by Brazilians, the LASPAU program (“a nonprofit organization affiliated with Harvard University that designs, develops, and implements academic and professional exchange programs on behalf of individuals and institutions in the United States, Canada, Latin America, and the Caribbean” http://www.laspau.harvard.edu/eng-cont.htm).  If these types of programs and exchanges are to grow and prosper we must seek funding from foundations and government agencies to finance specific projects and programs.


The rapid growth of “heritage communities” of Brazilians in the U.S. also presents Brazilian studies with new audiences and opportunities.  Conference participants repeatedly emphasized the need to engage with Brazilian diaspora communities in the U.S., ones that have expanded substantially in the last decade, especially in the Northeast, in Florida, and metropolitan Atlanta.  These communities present opportunities for new types of research in Brazilian studies, new constituencies in the promotion of Brazilian studies in the U.S., and new ways to link university students with Brazil in the U.S.  A number of conference participants spoke passionately of the need to address issues affecting Brazilians in the U.S., from access to educational opportunities, health care, social services, and legal assistance for immigration issues.   As the work of Maxine Margolis (University of Florida) has already shown, the Brazilian community in the U.S. also offers scholars a rich field of study not traditionally associated with Brazilian studies.  These communities also offer pedagogical opportunities for Brazilianists through service-learning courses in their communities, outreach work, and action research.  These diasporic communities also offer new opportunities to promote and publicize Brazilian art, music, and culture in the U.S.


Finally, although not discussed extensively at the conference, several participants highlighted the need to work closely with U.S. and Brazilian media (print, aural, and visual) to promote Brazilian studies.  This should involve not only the promotion of events in Brazil and U.S., but also efforts to improve the level of reporting in both countries.


3.  Language Training

 a.  Expanding the Teaching of Portuguese

Perhaps the strongest point of agreement across all fields of Brazilian studies is the belief that training in the Portuguese language is indispensable and critical to the expansion of Brazilian studies in the future.  For nearly fifty years, Portuguese has been on the U.S. Department of Education’s list of Less Commonly Taught Languages (LCTL).  This designation has compelled any significant Latin American studies program to offer training in Portuguese in order to qualify for federal funding.  Foreign Language Areas Studies (FLAS) fellowships for Portuguese have been an integral part of the Title VI National Resource Center funding from the Office of Postsecondary Education for decades.  There is a widespread understanding and consensus in the field that, without these FLAS fellowships, the Portuguese language programs at universities across the country would shrink dramatically.  A large number of Brazilianists today began their careers in Brazilian studies largely due to FLAS funding that gave them an opportunity to learn Portuguese and make their first trip to Brazil.  (We may end up victims of our own success.  Should we raise enrollments in Portuguese significantly, it will lose its status as a LCTL, and the dozens of FLAS fellowships would be eliminated as a result.)

Conference participants spoke forcefully about the need to continue FLAS support, and to develop other means to support the growth of Portuguese language instruction in the U.S.  If Brazilian studies are to expand in the coming years, we must increase the numbers of students studying Portuguese at all levels, K-12, undergraduate, and graduate school.  It is a given, that without more and more individuals with high levels of fluency in Portuguese, Brazilian studies will not expand significantly in the future.  For several decades, annual university enrollments in Portuguese language classes has hovered between 6,000 to 8,000 (compared with more than 600,000+ in Spanish language classes).  Increasing these enrollments significantly is the key to the expansion of all other aspects of Brazilian studies.  Many different ways of attracting students were suggested including service-learning courses, language courses that include dance, film, and cultural studies.  


Language specialists at the conference convincingly argued that Portuguese language teaching must emphasize language acquisition through culture.  A common problem facing those who specialize in language and linguistics has been the perception that specialists in literature and cultural studies see their work as mere “training” and not as prestigious as the study of literature.  An important objective for Brazilian studies should be to help overcome this divide between “language” specialists and “literature” specialists.  The blending of language acquisition and culture courses provides an important means to begin to bridge this divide.


The most ambitious proposal from conference participants was a call to create a Center for the Promotion of Brazilian Portuguese.  This center would act as a sort of clearinghouse for all those interested in the Portuguese language in all its varieties.  Some suggest that the Brazilian government take a role in the support for this center, one similar to the Instituto Camões (<http://www.instituto-camoes.pt>).  The center could also serve to mobilize and assist the many professional associations that have an interest in the Portuguese language (e.g., American Association for Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese, Modern Language Association, Luso-American Foundation, and others).


Nelson Vieira (Brown University) advocated the expansion of Portuguese language instruction through: (1) innovation and integration, (2) interdisciplinary creativity, and, (3) the use of the language as a medium to teach Brazilian culture, social science, and literature.  Clearly, as Vieira and others pointed out repeatedly, we must find ways to make Portuguese language classes more attractive and effective if we are to recruit more students, and more future Brazilianists.


One key to this is to sell university administrators on value of adding Portuguese, or expanding it, at their institutions.  Portuguese is the seventh most widely spoken language in the world, the language of one-third of all Latin Americans, and of the tenth largest economy in the world.  Therefore, we must persuade administrators of the practical benefits of teaching Portuguese in business, law, medicine, and technical fields, as well as the traditional students in the humanities and social sciences.


Conference participants pointed out a number of ways to recruit more students:  (1) target the large number of Spanish speakers on many campuses, especially heritage speakers, and help them make the transition from Spanish to Portuguese fluency; (2) expose Spanish majors and minors to the study of Portuguese through intensive courses; (3) recruit more social science graduate students, especially through FLAS and intensive language programs; (4) develop more combined Spanish and Portuguese programs/degrees; (5) create more general education courses on Brazil taught in English; and, (6) promote foreign language across the curriculum through more courses on Brazil –in many departments–taught in Portuguese.


A major key to increasing enrollments, as many conference participants noted, is to recruit more students for study abroad programs in Brazil, especially summer programs.  With about ten summer programs currently operating each year in Brazil, there are a number of options for students from Rio de Janeiro to São Paulo, Belo Horizonte, Vitória, Fortaleza, and Bahia.  We must recruit more students (undergraduate and graduate) to these summer programs as a first step in exposing them to the attractions of Brazilian studies.  Suggestions for attracting more students to study abroad programs included: (1) better publicity for existing programs (especially a single website providing students with access to information about all programs); (2) the need for a spectrum of programs adapted to the different needs of institutions in the U.S.; and, (3) in particular, the need for internship programs and service-learning courses; (4) more funding for scholarships (summer, semester, academic year) as a means to attract students to the field, and as a supplement to FLAS funding (that is only available to graduate students).  There is a clear need for schools with experience in creating study abroad programs in Brazil to work with schools wishing to develop their own programs.  Once, again collaboration and consulting would help institutions with smaller Brazilian studies programs.


Many conference participants highlighted the need to strengthen university programs by building stronger programs at the K-12 level.  We must reach out to K-12 teachers and librarians to help them promoting the teaching of Portuguese and Brazil studies.  One very practical way to do this is to work with organizations such as the Luso-American Foundation to persuade the Educational Testing Service to create an Advanced Placement test in Portuguese.  This would make it easier to persuade K-12 administrators to offer Portuguese in their schools.  Another important objective should be to coordinate work of Title VI National Resource Centers.  One very specific and concrete way to do this would be to create a Consortium on Brazilian Studies (COBRAST?) that would serve as a network for all university Brazilian studies programs in the U.S.  



b.  Materials for Teaching Portuguese and Brazilian Studies

Two important, and seemingly obvious, issues are at the heart of all efforts to recruit more students to the study of Portuguese.  First, language instructors in the coming years will need new textbooks with better supplementary materials (dvds, cds, websites, and the like) than those we now have, and with easier accessibility.  We must break out of the long and vicious cycle of textbook publishing that makes it difficult to produce new textbooks due to a small market, and a market that will not grow without new and innovative textbooks. 


Second, we need more of the classic works in Brazilian social science and literature in translation.  We need these materials to become permanent components of the curriculum in courses in Latin American studies and world civilization.  Through these translations, we will attract new students to Portuguese classes and Brazilian studies courses.


4.  Resources


a.  The Importance of Web-based Materials

In this digital age, one of the most pressing needs for the promotion of Brazilian studies is an excellent and wideranging website.  Nearly all the of key suggestions from conference participants about resource needs were, in one way or another, connected to access via a centralized website.  


A Brazilian studies website would serve multiple purposes and constituencies, and would have global reach.  First, and foremost, it would serve as the principal portal for all resources in Brazilian studies, through original contributions on the site as well as links to many other valuable sites.  In particular, we need a website that clearly and elegantly presents links to all the Brazilian studies programs in the United States.  Many participants pointed out the need for a single website that would cross reference other valuable websites containing curriculum materials, research projects, bibliographies, documents in translation, course syllabi, and archives.


This website could collect links to grant opportunities for graduate students and faculty and to databases for Brazilian newspapers and magazines.  It could also offer a bulletin board for listing conferences and meetings.  In particular, it could provide a means of announcing the presence of Brazilian scholars in the U.S. allowing other groups and universities to offer these scholars the opportunity to add more stops in their visits to the U.S.  The website could also serve as a way to publicize the work of Brazilian scholars to a U.S. audience.


Finally, several participants point out the need for a media package on Brazil that could easily be adapted for their purposes and institutions.  The website could house a regularly updated media package on Brazil that would serve the purposes of groups and institutions unable to develop these materials on their own.


Clearly, such a website is an ambitious undertaking and the critical prerequisites to bring the project to life would be the hiring of a webmaster and the raising of funds for the construction and development of the site.  



b.  Library Resources

Along with the pressing need for digital technology to promote Brazilian studies, universities (in particular) must continue to work to develop library collections (in traditional and digital forms) in the United States.  For more than fifty years the Seminar on the Acquisition of Latin American Library Materials (SALALM)  <http://www.library.cornell.edu/colldev/salalmhome.html> has been the premier organization promoting and developing access to materials on Latin American in U.S. libraries.  


Several librarians with great expertise in Brazilian studies have suggested that we establish a committee on library collections to help assess needs and problems to provide Brazilianists with a clear agenda for library development in the coming decade.  Ultimately, this work will require regular lobbying–within universities, with the U.S. government, and the Brazilian government–to continue the flow of materials to the U.S. and to expand access to these materials.  One key suggestion was to create government document repositories for Brazilian materials in several U.S. libraries.  This committee, in conjunction with key librarians and archivists, could produce “white papers” on the key needs and problems for Brazilian library collections.


One key suggestion was the creation of a virtual library of digitized texts for Brazilian studies somewhat on the model of the Biblioteca Virtual Cervantes <http://www.cervantesvirtual.com>.  Historians at the conference strongly urged the collection of key dissertations on Brazil that have never been published on a single website.  This digital collection could bring together dissertations from many fields and make them more accessible.


An important issue for libraries is the reestablishment of a library postal rate for the Brazilian postal system.  The disappearance of this rate about a decade ago has made the purchasing and shipping of books from Brazil to the U.S. very expensive.  A postal rate for library shipments would immediately increase the purchasing power of all U.S. institutions and scholars.

D.  Specific Recommendations

As noted at the beginning of this report, the Conference on the Future of Brazilian Studies in the United States had two principal objectives:  First, that the conference should be inclusive and comprehensive in its range of participants to air as completely as possible the broadest range of issues affecting Brazilian studies in the United States.  Second, that the meeting should become the starting point for the formulation of a precise, comprehensive, and detailed agenda that would lead to specific and concerted actions to produce concrete results.  


With more than 150 participants from more than 75 different institutions, agencies, and organizations, a great deal of publicity via mail, e-mail, and a website, we feel that the conference was successful at soliciting the input of as many individuals and constituencies as possible.  The preceding pages of this report sets out what we believe is a reasonable summary of the many ideas, issues, and suggestions from conference participants and those who sent in their comments.


The following section synthesizes what we believe are the most important specific recommendations we believe should be carried out if Brazilian studies are to expand in the coming years.  We realize that there are many more recommendations that could emerge out of this report, but we choose to focus here on the most important strategic needs for Brazilian studies in the coming decade.  We have grouped these recommendations under four categories: Building Networks, Collecting and Disseminating Information, Promoting Portuguese, and The Role of BRASA in Promoting Brazilian Studies.


1.  Building Networks

a.  Create a consortium of Brazilian studies programs


to produce cross-campus collaborations, the development of curriculum



materials, certificate programs in Brazilian studies, and to act as an 



important voice lobbying for Brazilian studies



This could be the single most important collaborative step in our efforts



to consolidate and expand Brazilian studies, especially in U.S. universities.

b.  Establish stronger ties with think tanks, foundations, government agencies, and


     NGOs


such as the Luso-American Foundation, the Woodrow Wilson Center (Brazil



Program), the Brazilian Embassy and consulates, and the Ford Foundation



For Brazilian studies to grow in the next decade, we must build stronger 



interest and participation of policy makers and administrators in these



key centers for fundraising and raising public awareness about Brazil.

c.  Encourage the formation of Brazil-focused groups within other professional 

     associations 

such as the Latin American Studies Association (especially the Brazil Section), the 
Conference on Latin American History  (especially the Brazilian Studies

Committee), the American Association of Teachers of Spanish and



Portuguese, and the Seminar on the Acquisition of Latin American Library



Materials (SALALM), the Modern Language Association



We need to carve out and strengthen the clusters of Brazil specialists in these



organizations and work to connect across the various organizations.

2.  Collecting and Disseminating Information

a.  Build a centralized website


that will bring together in a simple and easy to use format information about



Brazilian studies programs, study abroad programs, information on Portuguese



language instruction, curriculum materials, visiting scholars and events, and



document collections (to name just a few key needs)



This website would, perhaps, be the most effective, powerful, and visible way



to assist all those engaged in Brazilian studies, and to publicize Brazil in the



United States.
b.  Carry out a systematic census of the Brazilian studies community, programs, 



and Portuguese language instruction


to provide all those in Brazilian studies with accurate, systematic, and 



complete information about the universe of Brazilian studies in the United States



These censuses would provide those in Brazilian studies with fundamentally 



important and useful data for publicity, networking, and fundraising. 

c.  Produce a packet on the importance of Brazil and Brazilian studies


directed at the media, agencies, and administrators



A thorough, but concise, packet would serve many useful purposes for 



the many constituencies in Brazilian studies from scholars lobbying 



university administrators, to community groups, and the media.

3. Promoting Portuguese

a.  Expand Portuguese language instruction substantially


especially with the assistance of Brazilian and Portuguese government

agencies and foundations such as the Instituto Camões and the Brazilian




Embassy in Washington, DC



This has long been an objective for Brazilian studies, and the time has come



to pursue new support through systematic and continual lobbying and



fundraising.

b.  Recruit more students through fellowships, grants, study abroad


such as U.S. Department of Education, Title VI, Foreign Language and



Area Studies (FLAS) fellowships, and more systematic and effective publicity



about study abroad opportunities in Brazil



We must maintain the longstanding support for FLAS fellowships and seek



new funding to send undergraduate and graduate students to Brazil to 



recruit them into Brazilian studies. 

c.  Connect with Portuguese-speaking heritage communities


in particular, in the Northeast, California, Georgia, and Florida



These growing and substantial communities present Brazilian studies with



the opportunity to speak to new constituencies, to bring them into our



teaching mission, and to seek their help in promoting Brazilian studies.

d.  Create new teaching materials for Portuguese classes


in particular, a book of translated readings in English as means to attract 
new students



A key to the expansion of Portuguese enrollments will be to attract students



through courses taught in English on Brazilian culture as a first step in 



bringing them into language classes.

4.  Fundraising

a.  To support the expansion of Portuguese instruction


Clearly, the expansion of language instruction is the sine qua non for any



future expansion of Brazilian studies.

b.  To bring Brazilian scholars and activists to the U.S.


Central to the growth of the field in this country is a constant and steady flow of 
Brazilian scholars and activists to make their work more accessible to U.S.
                       audiences and to produce closer ties between Brazil and the U.S. 

c.  To endow chairs and centers in universities


A highly visible presence of major scholars and Brazil centers would be one



of the most effective ways to raise the visibility of Brazilian studies in U.S.



academia.

5.  The Role of BRASA in the Promotion of Brazilian Studies

It became abundantly clear at the conference that the Brazilian Studies Association could (and should) play a key role in promoting Brazilian studies in the United States over the next decade.  Created in 1992, with experience in mounting seven international conferences, a membership of more than 600, a listserv with some 1500 subscribers, and a growing presence in the U.S. and Brazil, BRASA is in a position to become a primary catalyst for expanding Brazilian studies in the United States.  


In the coming years, BRASA could serve as the principal instrument for organizing and facilitating many of the recommendations that emerged out of the conference and that we set out in this report.  BRASA should become the clearinghouse for Brazilian studies in the United States.  With a small staff and limited institutional funds (generated mostly by the annual dues of individual members and the Center for the Americas at Vanderbilt University), BRASA will not be able to plan and carry out the ambitious agenda outlined in this report, rather it could (and should) serve as the principal facilitator in mobilizing the many individuals and organizations who could successfully carry out these projects.  


BRASA should also take a strong role in promoting this agenda in Brazilian studies, more specifically, by 

· serving as a diplomatic voice for Brazilian studies

· working through federally-funded Title VI National Resource Centers to coordinate and facilitate programs and projects in Brazilian studies

· becoming more binational with greater reciprocity

· helping promote the creation of a center for the teaching of Portuguese

· helping create the principal website for Brazilian studies

· facilitating institutional cooperation through sharing information

about visitors/speakers


· consulting help - putting those seeking help in touch with those who have succeeded in solving similar problems as similar institutions

helping with grant proposals and generating grant proposals, fundraising

helping strengthen subnational and regional networks of Brazilianist scholars

helping strengthen Brazil within professional associations (in U.S. and Brazil)

· facilitating connections with Brazilian scholars who study the U.S. (ABEA)
· facilitating exchanges of scholars and activists

· carrying out a census of Brazilianists in the U.S.

· carrying out a census of Brazil programs in the U.S.

· carrying out a census on the teaching of Portuguese in the U.S.

E.  Conclusion

This report presents an ambitious agenda for Brazilian studies in the coming years.  We are well aware of the efforts of those who came before us to expand Brazilian studies, and we hope to build on their fine work.  We are also well aware of the challenges facing Brazilian studies–areas studies have been seriously questioned over the past decade, Latin American studies has seen a contraction of funding for fellowships and grants, and U.S. government support for area studies is always in danger of shrinking or disappearing.


Nonetheless, we are confident.  Brazil continues to emerge as one of the most important countries in the world with more than 180 million inhabitants and the tenth largest economy on the planet.  The growth of major Brazilian multinational corporations has created new funding opportunities that did not exist in the past, and the Brazilian government has become more conscious of the need to foster a cultural foreign policy.  Finally, the community of those interested in Brazil in the United States–in academia, community groups, the media, foundations, and government agencies–continues to grow.


We firmly believe that the keys to the successful expansion of Brazilian studies over the next decade will be to recruit, mobilize, and energize many, many people and institutions to join us in formulating and carrying out the agenda outlined here.   Brazilian studies is a strong, dynamic, and vibrant field, and we believe it will grow and prosper in the coming years.
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Committee on the Future of Brazilian Studies in the United States

James Green, Brown University (Chair)
Severino J. Albuquerque, University of Wisconsin, Madison

Sonia Alvarez, President, LASA, University of California, Santa Cruz

Luis Bitencourt, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars

John Burdick, Syracuse University

Marshall C. Eakin, Executive Director, BRASA, Vanderbilt University

Jeffrey Lesser, Emory University

Kenneth Maxwell, Harvard University

Timothy J. Power, President, BRASA, University of Oxford

Susan C. Quinlan, University of Georgia

Kenneth P. Serbin, Vice-President and President-Elect, BRASA, University of San Diego

Joseph Straubhaar, University of Texas, Austin

Luiz F. Valente, Brown University

Barbara Weinstein, University of Maryland, College Park


Appendix 2
Conference on the Future of Brazilian Studies in the United States

September 30-October 1, 2005

Co-sponsored by the Brazilian Studies Association (BRASA) and Brown University 

 Hosted by Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island

Friday, September 30, 2005

14:00-16:00 
Registration, coffee

16:00-17:00 
Conference Opening



Greetings by Luiz F. Valente, Chair Portuguese and Brazilian Studies, Brown University




Opening remarks by James N. Green, Conference Chair, History and Portuguese and 





Brazilian Studies, Brown University




Opening remarks by Fernando Henrique Cardoso, President of Brazil, 1995-2003

17:00-18:15 
Plenary Session I: The Future of Brazilian Studies in the United States



Chair: Barbara Weinstein, University of Maryland, College Park




Timothy J. Power, University of Oxford, BRASA President




“Providing Leadership in Building Brazilian Studies”

Marshall Eakin, Vanderbilt University, BRASA Executive Director, 




“Organizing Nationally”

Sonia Alvarez, University of California, Santa Cruz, President, LASA




“Brazilian Studies as a part of Latin American Studies”




Ken Maxwell, Harvard University



Comment on Papers
18:15-19:00      Comments and discussion from Conference participants

19:30 
Dinner

Saturday, October 1, 2005

8:00-9:00 
Coffee provided at Conference Site

9:00-10:00   
Plenary Session II: Developing Brazilian Studies in the United States 



Chair: Susan C. Quinlan, University of Georgia, Atlanta


Kenneth Serbin, University of San Diego, BRASA Vice-President




“Working in Isolation: Overcoming the Challenge of Brazilian Studies Minority Role”
Nelson Vieira, Brown University



“Building Brazilian Studies Programs in Colleges and Universities” (verify title)

Severino J. Albuquerque, University of Wisconsin, Madison

“Expanding Language Programs as part of Brazilian Studies”

Maxine L. Margolis, University of Florida, Gainesville

“Involving the Brazilian Diaspora in Brazilian Studies”

10:00-10:45 
Comments and discussion from Conference participants
10:45-11:00 
Coffee break

11:00-12:30
Small-group discussions based on discipline or topic

12:30-14:00
Lunch

14:00-15:45
Plenary Session IV, chaired by Timothy J. Power




Brief reports of small groups and general discussion by Conference participants
15:45-16:00
Coffee break

16:00-17:30
Plenary Session IV, chaired by Marshall Eakin and James N. Green




Presentation and adoption of proposals

17:30-18:00
Closing remarks

19:00

Dinner
Appendix 3
Working Papers Prepared for the Conference
Available at http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Portuguese_Brazilian_Studies/events/F2005/Future/workingpapers.html

Marshall C. Eakin, Department of History, Vanderbilt University
“Organizing Nationally”
Maxine L. Margolis, Department of Anthropology, University of Florida

“Involving the Brazilian Diaspora in Brazilian Studies”
Timothy J. Power, Centre for Brazilian Studies, University of Oxford

“Why BRASA?”
Kenneth P. Serbin, Department of History, University of San Diego

“The Lone Brazilianist: Ten Ways for Meeting the Challenge of Brazilian Studies’ Minority Role”
Severino Albuquerque, Department of Spanish and Portuguese, University of Wisconsin

“Expanding Language Programs as part of Brazilian Studies”
Nelson H. Vieira, Department of Portuguese and Luso-Brazilian Studies, Brown University

“Building Brazilian Studies Programs in Colleges and Universities”
Essays by Eakin, Power, Serbin, and Vieira also published in 
LASA Forum, vol. 36, no. 2, summer 2005 
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