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Schedule 

Thursday,  Sept. 27 

Program 

10:00 – 11:30 I. Challenges to Democracy in Latin America: A Regional Perspective 

 

10:00 -10:30 Dr. Mitchell A. Seligson, Director of LAPOP, and Centennial Professor of Political Science, 
Vanderbilt University  

10:30-10:40 Vivian Schwarz-Blum, Ph.D. student, LAPOP, Vanderbilt University 

10:40-10:50 Juan Carlos Donoso, Ph.D. candidate, LAPOP,  Vanderbilt University 

10:50-11:20 Discussants: 

 Dr. Alejandro Moreno, professor at ITAM 

Eduardo Bohorquez, Director of Fundación Este País 

Moderador: René Zenteno, Director Ejecutivo del Centro de Estudios México-Estados Unidos de la 
Universidad de California en San Diego 

11:20 -11:45 Questions from the audience and answers from the panelists 

11:45 – 12:00 Coffee Break 
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12:00 – 14:30 II. Regional Panels 

 

12:00-14:30 II-A. Mexico and Central America Group 

 

12:00-12:15 México 

Pablo Parás García,  President of DATA Opinión Pública y Mercados   

12:15-12:30 Guatemala 

Dra. Dinorah Azpuru, Senior Associate at ASIES in Guatemala and Assistant Professor of Political 
Science at Wichita State University 

12:30 -12:50 El Salvador and Honduras 

Dr. Ricardo Córdova , Executive Director of FundaUngo, El  Salvador  

12:50-13:05 Nicaragua 

Prof. Manuel Ortega-Hegg, Director of the Centro de Análisis Socio-Cultural (CASC) at the 
Universidad Centroamericana (UCA), Managua, Nicaragua 

13:05-13:20 Costa Rica 

Dr. Jorge Vargas, Sub-Director of the Estado de la Nación project, United Nations 

13:20-13:50 Discussants:  

Guillermo Casco Callejas, FOPRIDEH (Federación de Organizaciones para el Desarrollo de 
Honduras) 

Moderador: Gustavo López Montiel, Director del Departamento de Ciencia Política del Instituto 
Tecnológico de Estudios Superiores de Monterrey (ITESM), Campus Ciudad de México. 

13:50 -14:30 Questions from the audience and answers from the panelists 
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12:00 – 14:15 II-B. Caribbean Group 

12:00-12:15 Panama 

Dr. Orlando Pérez, Professor  of Political Science at Central Michigan University 

12:15-12:30 Haiti 

Dominique Zephyr, Research Coordinator of LAPOP, Vanderbilt University 

12:30-12:45 Dominican Republic 

Dr. Jana Morgan Kelly,  Assistant Professor of Political Science at the University of Tennessee 

12:45-13:00 Guyana (in English) 

Dr. Mark Bynoe, Director, School of Earth and Environmental Sciences, University of Guyana 

13:00-13:15 Jamaica (in English) 

Balford Lewis, Lecturer in research methods, Department of Sociology, Psychology and Social Work, 
UWI, Mona 

13:15-13:45 Discussants:  

Dr. Fernando Castañeda Sabido, Director of the Center for Public Opinión of the Facultad de Ciencia 
Políticas y Sociales at UANM  

Edith Febles, Journalist ( Dominican Republic) 

Moderadora: Verónica Baz, Directora del Centro de Investigación y Desarrollo, A.C. (CIDAC). 

13:45 -14:30 Questions from the audience and answers from the panelists 
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12:00-14:30 II-C. Andean/Southern Cone Group 

12:00-12:15 Colombia 

Prof. Juan Carlos Rodríguez-Raga, Professor at the Universidad de los Andes 

12:15-12:30 Ecuador and Bolivia 

Juan Carlos Donoso, Ph.D. candidate, LAPOP, Vanderbilt University 

Vivian Schwarz-Blum, Ph.D. student, LAPOP, Vanderbilt University 

12:30 -12:45 Peru 

Patricia Zárate Ardela, Researcher at the Instituto de Estudios Peruanos 

12:45-13:00 Chile 

Dr. Juan Pablo Luna, Instituto de Ciencia Política, Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile 

13:00-13:15 Brazil 

Dr. Simon Bohn, Assistant Professor of Political Science,  York University 

13:15-14:00 Discussants:  

Alejandro Vial, Coordinator Programa cultura política y gobernabilidad de la Fundación CIRD 

Andrés Mompotes, Chief Editor of El Tiempo newspaper. 

Moderador: Rodrigo Salazar Elena, Profesor de la Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales 
(FLACSO) México. 

14:00 -14:30 Questions from the audience and answers from the panelists 

14:30 Public portion of conference ends 

 

14:30-15:00 Private coach returns conferees and journalists to hotel 

15:00 – 16:30 LUNCH with Journalists, USAID and LAPOP country researchers at Hotel Camino Real (by 
invitation only), hotel conference room 

Chair: Prof. Mitchell A. Seligson 

15:20 -15:30 Welcome,  Dr. Mitchell A. Seligson, Director of LAPOP, and Centennial Professor of Political 
Science, Vanderbilt University 

15:30-16:10 Comments from the Journalists: reaction to country reports and suggestions on regional report 

16:10-16:30 Responses from the LAPOP Researchers 

16:30-18:00 2008 Survey planning meeting for all country teams, USAID and LAPOP country researchers 

16:30-16:50 AmericasBarometer 2008: Update on funding, partnerships, and procedures ( Dr. Mitchell A. 
Seligson) 
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16:50-17:05 New procedures for analysis of data and preparing figures and tables for the 2008 reports: the 
Use of STATA10  (Dominique Zéphyr) 

17:05-17:25 Discussion of overarching theme for the 2008 reports  
Chair: Dr. Mitchell A. Seligson 
Open discussion 

17:25-17:40 Planning for the December 14-17 start-up conference in San Salvador 
Discussion led by Dr. Mitchell A. Seligson 

17:40-18:00 Suggestions from the national teams about improvement in the LAPOP Process 

 


