PAPERS AND CLASSDEBATES DISCUSSIONSON “ISSUES OF THE WEEK”
PSCI 102
FALL 2003

Each student will be assigned to write two 5-page double- spaced papers (12 point
font, one inch margins) on two different issues of the week included on the course
reading list. These papers will be due at the beginning of the class the topic the paper
addressesis to be discussed. Late paperswill be ineligible for a grade of “ A,” and papers
more than one day late will be penalized an additional half grade for each additional day
of delay. (Students assigned to the first debate topic on “Will the Bush Doctrine Promote
aMore Secure World?” can turn in their papers one week after that debate/discussion, on
Thursday, January 30", or Friday, January 31%. Students assigned to debate topics the
week after midterm examinations may aso have one additiona week after their
scheduled debates/discussions to turn in their papers.)

A typica gructure for these papers would be asfollows: 1t should begin with a
cover page. Put your name on it, and atitle, at least. Also, number your pages, and use
headings, and perhaps even subheadings. In addition you should (1) State the issue or
guestion the paper addresses. Be sure to make it clear from the beginning which position
your paper defends. (2) Summarize briefly and criticize opposing arguments on both
sdes of theissue or question, and (3) Within the limits of the short time and space
available to you, support your position on the issue a hand with logic and evidence.
Idedly, at least hdf of the paper will be devoted to thislast purpose. Thisisonly atypicd
outline, and credtivity in organizing your paper is encouraged. But however the paper is
organized, at least hdf of it should be focused on your own andysis and criticism, rather
than description of other people sidess.

Citations of articles and books, aswell asthelist of citations or references at the
end of the papers, should be formatted in the form used by the Internationd Studies
Quarterly. Bascaly, this means that in the body of the text when you cite a source, it
should be cited in the following form: (Smith, 1998:34-35). In other words, provide the
name of the author (or authors), the date of the publication, and the page numbers from
which you have provided a direct quotation (if you have adirect quotation. If you are not
citing anything that specific, you do not have to provide page numbers. Y ou should,
however, ill provide the name of the author and the date of the publication.) At the end
of the paper, you should cite books and articles in the following (1SQ) format:
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Y ou are welcome to use footnotesin your papers, but do not use them to cite sources.
(Sources, to repeat, should be cited in the | SQ format.) Footnotes should instead be
devoted to comments and information of interest but insufficiently centrd to the

argument to be included in the body of the paper. They should appear (asin 1SQ, astheir
name suggests, and as God intended)” at the bottom of the page, not at the end of the
paper. Stylesfor citing web sources are dill evolving. 'Y ou may cite them in any
informative way that you wish; please be consstent.

Do not rely entirely in writing these papers on the readings in Taking Sdes.
Integrate materials from class lectures and discussion, as well as other readings from the
course when possible. Extensive research is not expected, but idedly &t least one source
cited will be abook (or edited volume) found at the library, as opposed to sources located
electronicaly. Idedly, you will cite at least 5 sources. (Under a heading like “ sources
consulted,” you might aso cite an additiona 5 sources that you did consult, but did not
cite or quote specificdly.) ' You may well find that the best sngle source of materidsfor
your papers can be located at Proquest. Such “Research Databases’ at the Central
Library can be found at http://www.library.Vanderbilt.edu/el ecdata.html. In any case,
your paper should cite a least two articles from academic journds, as opposed to more
journalistic sources. You are of course welcome to use any source you can locate
through any system or process you devise.

These papers will be evduated firgt on the quaity of the writing. That is, your
papers should be free of spdling errors, grammatica errors, or poorly structured
sentences and paragraphs, for example. They will also be evaluated according to the
extent to which they conform to the formal structure described in this handout. The
number and qudlity of the outside sources you cite will dso be taken into account.
Findly, the papers will be evaluated according to the extent to which they make a
persuasive case in favor of the position they defend.

We will have rather informa debate/discussions of the “issue of the week” during
the mesetings of the discusson sections. One or more students will be assigned to each
sde of the “issues of the week” listed in the course syllabus. Each of these students will
also be asked to write one of their papers on that topic. These papers may defend the
side on theissue to which the student has been assigned for the debate/discussion, or
that sde which the student happensto prefer. (Wewill attempt to assgn studentsto
the side of the debate they prefer, but this might not dways be possble.) Each student
should write one paper on one of the topics under Sections 111 through VI on the
gyllabus. (Thefirg topic, “Was the War with Irag Unjustified?,” will serve asthe basis
for agenerd discussion in the section meetings. No papers will be assigned regarding
that topic, and there will be no presentations by individud students on that topic.) In
other words, every student should sdect one topic among that set starting with “”Will the
Bush Doctrine Promote a More Secure World?” (Section 111) and ending with “”Do
International Financia Organizations Require Radica Reform?’ (Section VII) And then
al sudents need to select another topic within that set starting with “Are Military Mearns
the Best Way to Defeat Terrorism?” (Section VI11) and ending with “Do
Environmentalists Overdate Their Case?’ (Section XII)

! Endnotes are clearly an instrument of the Devil.



At the first meetings of the discussion sections (Thursday, August 28" | and
Friday, August 29 ), students will be asked to indicate on note cards to which two topics
within each st of issues they would prefer to be assigned. Typicdly, more than one
student will be assgned either to the “No” and/or the“Yes’ 9de of agivenissue. Itis
vitaly important for these sudents to coordinate their remarks. Whenever more than one
student is assigned to one side of an issue, the first student to speak for that side should
begin by explaining how the speakers on that side have decided to structure their
presentations so that they complement one another, rather than duplicate each other. For
example, one spesker might concentrate on developing the argumentsin favor of their
sde on the issue, and another speaker might focus on criticisms of the arguments on the
opposing side. These presentations should be about 5 minutes long. (Presentations
running over 5 minutes may be pendized.)

It is understood that many students would prefer not to make presentations of this
kind to agroup. Every atempt will be made to make these discusson/debates informd,
supportive, and non-threatening.  One reason that they should not be too threatening is
that only asmal portion of the grade for the course will be based on these verbal
presentations. The papers each count for 15% of the grade for the course. Only about a
third of the overdl grade for each of the papers will be based on the verba presentations.

In other words, each presentation will only count for about 5% of the overall grade for
the course.

Neverthdess, it is crucid that the presenterstalk to, rather than read at, the class.

So, students making presentations should not depend on notes containing their entire
presentation, word for word. Rather they should rely on brief notes containing only an
outline of their remarks, and be sufficiently familiar with the materid they want to
present to talk to, rather than read at, their audience.

It is dso very important that students not scheduled to make forma presentations
to the meetings of the discusson sections be prepared, neverthdess, to be active
paticipants in those meetings. Fird, each student should come prepared with one
guestion to ask student presenters on each sde of the issue of the week. There will be
time, after the forma presentations, for class discusson, which will be based primarily on
comments and questions from the students not giving presentations that day. Students in
the class not assgned to a make a presentation for the day are expected to do the
assigned readings, AND, to be prepared to ask questions of the students who have made
presentations that day. Those students not making presentations should bring with them
every day a Debate evaluation form, copies of which are obtainable a the class web
gte. Every week, they should fill out the first portion of the debate evauation form on
ling, s0 that their input can be recorded in print on the form before they bring it to class.
(Your class participation grade will depend in pat on the consstency with which you
bring these forms to cdass with printed input. That printed input on those forms
edablishes that you have done some thinking about the issue for the day before the
discussion section meets. Those forms aso will comprise a record of your atendance a
the meetings of the discusson section.) They will then be asked to complete the second
pat of the form, evduatling the debate for the day, a the end of the meetings of the
discussion sections. All the presentations together should only take no more than 30
minutes of the discusson section meeting times. The remainder of the discusson section
mesetings will be devoted to questions and discusson regarding the topic for the day.



10% of your grade for the course will be based on your participation in these discussons.
To repest, that 10% will be based on the Debate evaluation forms tha you will hand in
a the end of evary medting of the discusson section, as wel as the qudity of the
guestions you are prepared to ask when you come to the discussion section. The quality
of your corribution to the discussions in the sections will not necessaily be directly
related to the quantity of your contributions. In fact, if it is entirdly obvious to every one
in the dass that you consgently provide the highest number of verba comments during
the meetings of the discusson section, then it is probably true that you are taking more
than you should.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The group emall address for the classis PSCI102 RAY @list.vanderbilt.edu. |
will be using this address to send email messagesto the class periodicaly. Studentsin the
class should fed freeto use this address if there are topics they want to address via group
email, or information they would like to digtribute.

Both this document and the class syllabus are available on the web page for the
course. Also available on the web page isa tablelisting those students assigned to
each of the “issues of theweek.” Thistable will be updated periodically to reflect
changesin those assgnments that may occur during the semester. (Onereason such
changes may occur isthat mutually agreed students may exchange topics and
assignmentswith each other, aslong as| am informed about such changes.)
However, you must have on your computer an Adobe Acrobat Reader to read these
documents. Fortunately, the Adobe Acrobat Reader (enabling you to read “pdf,” or
“portable document format” files) can be downloaded free. Go to
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep?.html and read the ingtructions.




