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Thompson withdrawal leaves question mark for some GOP
conservatives 1222008 &b B

EXPERTS

News from Vanderbilt University

John Geer

Fred Thompson'’s decision to drop out of the presidential race fuels speculation about
which of the remaining Republican presidential candidates will attract his supporters.
The issue has the most significance for states expected to draw high numbers of
conservative voters in the upcoming presidential primaries, such as Tennessee,
according to Vanderbilt University political scientist John Geer.

“Some political observers had speculated that Thompson might stay in the race
through the Feb. 5 primaries to help his longtime friend Sen. John McCain by
siphoning evangelical votes from Mike Huckabee,” said Geer. “If Thompson does not
endorse any of his opponents, that could potentially open more doors for Huckabee,
who apparently is having financial challenges as the campaign moves into its next
phase.”

Geer, a Distinguished Professor of Political Science, notes that Tennessee is back in
play on the Republican side now that Thompson has withdrawn. “We might see some
of the candidates include stops in Tennessee on their campaign schedules, or, at the
least, buy advertising time here.”

Editor’s note: John Geer can be reached for interviews at 615-519-2496 or by email:
john.g.geer@vanderbilt.edu.
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Featured Videos

VUCast: News from Vanderbilt's news

network for week of March 16

VUCast Special Report: Vanderhilt
celebrates new chancellor

Midsouth Emmy-Winning Video
Students from four Nashville universities
boarded buses last January to retrace
history with many of the original
Freedom Riders from the 1960s. Watch
thisrolling history lesson, and hear first-
hand from the civil rights leaders.
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The Wall Street Journal: Crisis highlights SEC's
limits

As Bear Stearns Cos. unraveled over the past
several days, its primary regulator, the
Securities and Exchange Commission, had few
tools at its disposal to stem the crisis, a reality
that could reignite the debate over how U.S.
financial markets should be regulated. Hans
Stoll, director of the Financial Markets Research
Center, is quoted.
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Win an iPhone

Register for AlertVU through March 21
to be eligible to win an iPhone.

‘fou must sign up for AlertVU to be eligible.
You may register only once.

AlertVU will replace MobileVU.
MobileVU will be discontinued March 21.
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