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University of Texas at Austin.  Government, Ph.D., 2002 
University of Virginia.  B.A., Government, Magna cum laude, 1991 
 
 
Dissertation 
 
Ideological Campaign Rhetoric and Its Effects  
Committee:  Robert C. Luskin (chair), Brian E. Roberts, Philip Paolino, Daron Shaw, Roderick 
Hart 
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Vanderbilt University, Assistant Professor of Political Science , 2004-   
 
Bowdoin College, Visiting Assistant Professor, 2002-present.   
 
Bowdoin College, Visiting Instructor, 2000.  
 
Harvard University, Center for Basic Research in the Social Sciences, Visiting Graduate 
Affiliate, 1999-2000.  Supervisor Gary King.  Research on measuring international crises, 
events, and associations.   
 
Universita della Svizzera Italiana (Swiss Summer School on Advanced Methods in the Social 
Sciences), Teaching Assistant, 1998.  Course in Regression Models. 
 
University of Michigan (ICPSR Summer Program), Teaching Assistant and Statistical 
Computing Consultant, 1997.  Course in Simultaneous Equation Models. 
 
University of Texas at Austin, Teaching Assistant, 1993-1996.  Courses in Introduction to 
American Government, Issues in American Trade Policy, and Political Research Methods. 
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“The Redistricting Cycle and Strategic Candidate Decisions in U.S. House Races.” (with Marc J. 
Hetherington and Bruce A. Larson).  Journal of Politics.  65(2003):1221-1235. 
 
“Political Trust and Racial Policy Preferences.” (with Marc J. Hetherington).  American Journal 
of Political Science 46(2002):253-275. 
 
“The Presidency and Political Trust.”  (with Marc J. Hetherington).  In The Presidency and the 
Political System, 7th edition.  Michael Nelson, ed.  Washington: CQ Press (2002) 
 
 
Manuscripts Under Review 
 
“Candidate versus Policy Considerations in the Voting Decision” (with Robert C. Luskin). 
Revise and Resubmit.  American Political Science Review. 
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Nominated for the E.E. Schattschneider Award for Best Dissertation in American Politics, 2002 
University of Texas Patterson Research Fellowship, Summer 1999. 
University of Texas Dissertation Continuing Fellowship, 1998-99. 
University of Texas Graduate Studies Professional Development Award, Spring 1996. 
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Graduate student participant, Summer Political Methodology Conference (sponsored by the 
National Science Foundation), Ohio State University, July 1997. 
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“Anti-Government Campaign Rhetoric and Campaign Trust”  (with Marc J. Hetherington). 
Presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, September 
2000. 
 
“The Redistricting Cycle and the Importance of National Factors in House Races”  (with Bruce 
A. Larson and Marc J. Hetherington).  Presented at the Annual Meeting of the American 
Political Science Association, September 2000. 
 
“Anti-Government Campaign Rhetoric and Campaign Trust” (with Marc J. Hetherington).  
Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, April 2000. 



 
"The Effects of Campaign Rhetoric on Mass Polarization and Participation."  Presented at the 
Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, September 1999. 
 
"The Effects of Ideological Discourse on Americans' Political Understanding."  Presented at the 
Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, April 1999. 
 
"The Political Foundations of Racial Policy Preferences" (with Marc J. Hetherington). Presented 
at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, April 1999. 
 
"Political Trust and Racial Policy Preferences" (with Marc J. Hetherington).  Presented at the 
Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, September 1998. 
 
"Divide and Conquer: Partisan Strategies in the Contemporary Era."  Presented at the Annual 
Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, April 1998. 
 
"What We Know  about 'Don't Knows': An Analysis of Missing Data."  Presented at the 1997 
Political Methodology Conference (poster presentation).   
 
"Candidate Factors and Vote Choice (with Robert C. Luskin)."  Presented at the Annual Meeting 
of the Southern Political Science Association, November 1996. 
 
“The Rise of the Republican Party in the South.”  Presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
Midwest Political Science Association, April 1996. 
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Manuscript Reviewer, American Journal of Political Science 
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