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Faculty rank

2007-present
Associate Professor, Department of Psychology and Human Development, 



Vanderbilt University (Developmental Psychology)

2000-2007
Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology and Human Development, 



Vanderbilt University (Developmental Psychology)

Areas of specialization

Cognitive development, Cognitive science, Child development

Education

2000     Ph.D.  
University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana, Developmental Psychology 

Dissertation: TV Guide: Learning to Use Video as a Source of Information
1997  
M.A.  
University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana, Developmental Psychology 

1994 
B.S.   
University of Wyoming, Laramie, Psychology (with Honors) 

1991  
A.A.  
Northwest College, Powell, Wyoming, Psychology (with Honors) 

Professional Experience

2007-present
Associate Professor, Department of Psychology and Human Development, 

Vanderbilt University (Developmental Psychology) 

2000-2007
Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology and Human Development,

Vanderbilt University (Developmental Psychology)

1994-2000
Research Assistant to Dr. Judy DeLoache, Professor of Psychology, 



University of Illinois

1998-1999 Supervisor of undergraduate research assistants, Department of Psychology,

University of Illinois

1995

Supervisor of undergraduate research intern, Summer Research

Opportunities Program (SROP), University of Illinois

1993

McNair Scholars Program Research Intern, University of Wyoming

1992-1994
Undergraduate Research Assistant, Department of Psychology, 

University of Wyoming, in the labs of Dr. Karen Bartsch, 

Dr. David Estes, and Dr. Gary Levy

1992-1994
 Peer Academic Advisor, University of Wyoming

Honors and Affiliations

2011

Research/Scholarship Poster Competition Finalist, University of Virginia

2009

Honoree of gift given to Vanderbilt Kennedy Center (by Rachel Weaver)
2006

Young Scholar’s Initiative, Meetings of the International Society for the

Study of Behavioral Development, Melbourne, Australia

2005-present
Investigator, Learning Sciences Institute, Vanderbilt University

2004-2007       Peabody Faculty Incentive Award Recipient, External Grant Funding, 

Vanderbilt University

2004
Benefactor of the Commons Award, Peabody College, Vanderbilt University

2003, 2004
Honorary Vuceptor Faculty Mentor, Vanderbilt University

2001 Affirmative Action & Diversity Certificate of Recognition, Vanderbilt

University

2001-present 
Investigator, John F. Kennedy Center for Research on Human

Development,Vanderbilt University 

2001

Distinguished Alumi Award for Academic Achievement, Northwest 

College

1998

List of Teachers Ranked Excellent by Their Students, University of 

Illinois 

1995

National Science Foundation Graduate Fellowships Program, 

Honorable Mention 

1994-1995 
University Graduate Fellowship, University of Illinois 

1994 

Jacob K. Javits Graduate Fellowship Program, Alternate 

Member:
American Psychological Association

Cognitive Development Society

International Society on Infant Studies 

Society for Research in Child Development

American Psychological Society

Consulting

2009

Provided background information for Discovery Planet Green Channel 

program, “Wasted”, regarding the effects on chidlren’s cognitive

development of a family’s television set always being on 

2008-2010 Advisory Board Member, IRADS Collaborative Research: Influences of Digital Media 
on Very Young Children. Grant funded by the National Science Foundation.

2006 Sesame Workshop; Infant and Toddler Roundtable discussion of experts in early cognitive development, New York, NY; Commented on completed Sesame Beginnings DVDs with reference to learning abilities of infants and toddlers; provided specific information on social interactions and video and the use of the CHILDES database to create realistic dialogue for infant characters of various ages.

Publications

Book chapters

Troseth, G. L. (2007). Learning from video: Young children’s understanding and use 

of a symbolic medium.  In E. Teubal, J. Dockrell, & L. Tolchinsky (Eds.) Notational knowledge: Developmental and historical perspectives (pp. 179-202). Rotterdam, The Netherlands: Sense Academic Publishers.

Troseth, G. L., Pierroutsakos, S. L., & DeLoache, J. S. (2004). From the innocent to 

the intelligent eye: The early development of pictorial competence (pp. 1-35).  In 

R. Kail (Ed.), Advances in Child Development and Behavior, Vol. 32. New York: 

Academic Press.

Uttal, D. H., Marzolf, D. P., Pierroutsakos, S. L., Smith, C. M., Troseth, G. L., & 


DeLoache, J. S. (1998). "Seeing through symbols? The development of children's 


understanding of symbolic relations." In B. Spodek & O. Saracho (Eds.), Play in 

Early Childhood Education (pp. 59-79). Albany: SUNY Press. 

DeLoache, J. S., Pierroutsakos, S. L. & Troseth, G. L. (1996). The three R’s of pictorial 
competence. In R. Vasta (Ed.), Annals of Child Development, Vol. 12 (pp. 1-48). 

London: Jessica Kingsley. 

Articles in Refereed Journals

O’Doherty, K., Troseth, G.L., Shimpi, P., Goldenberg, E., Akhtar, N. & Saylor, M.M. 

(2011). Third-party social interaction and word learning from video.  Child

Development, 82, 902-915. 

DeLoache, J.S., Chiong, C., Vanderborght, M., Sherman, K., Islam, N., Troseth, G.L.,

Strouse, G.A., O’Doherty, K. (2010). Do babies learn from baby media? Psychological Science. 21. 1570-1574. DOI: 10.1177/0956797610384145
Troseth, G.L (2010). Is it life or is it Memorex?  Video as a representation of reality. 

Developmental Review, 30, 155-175. Doi:10.1016/j.dr.2010.03.007

Troseth, G.L., Strouse, G.A., Verdine, B.V., & O’Doherty, K. (2010). Do very young 

children learn from video? Revista Irice, Número Monográfico: Representaciones 

Externas (Special Issue: External Representations), 21, 13-25.
Saylor, M., Sabbagh, M., Fortuna, A., & Troseth, G. (2009). Preschoolers use a 

speaker’s preferences to learn words.  Cognitive Development, 24, 125-132. 

Diener, M., Pierroutsakos, S. P.,Troseth, G. L., & Roberts, A. (2008). Video versus 

reality: Infants' attention and affective responses to video and live presentations. 

Media Psychology, 11, 418-441. 

Strouse, G. A. & Troseth, G. L. (2008). Don’t try this at home: Toddlers’ imitation of

new skills from people on video. Journal of Experimental Child Psychology, 101, 

262-280.

Verdine, B. N., Troseth, G. L., Hodapp, R. H., & Dykens, E. M. (2008). Jigsaw 

puzzles, visual-spatial skills, and adherence to strategies in Prader-Willi Syndrome. American Journal on Mental Retardation, 113(5), 343-355.

Troseth, G. L., Bloom, M. E. & DeLoache, J. S. (2007). Young children’s use of scale 


models: Testing an alternative to representational insight. Developmental Science,

10(6), 763-769. 

Troseth, G. L., Casey, A. M., & Lawver, K. A., Walker, J. M. T., & Cole, D. A. (2007). 

Naturalistic experience and the early use of symbolic artifacts. Journal Cognition 

and Development, 8(3), 1-23. 
Bartsch, K., Campbell, M., & Troseth, G. (2007). Why else does Jenny run? Young 

children’s extended psychological explanations, Journal of Cognition and Development, 8(1), 33-61.

Saylor, M., & Troseth, G. L. (2006). Children’s use of social cues to disambiguate the 

referent of a novel word.  Cognitive Development, 21, 214-231.

Troseth, G. L., Saylor, M. M., & Archer, A. H. (2006). Young children’s use of video as 

a source of socially relevant information. Child Development, 77(3), 786-799.

Pierroutsakos, S. L., & Troseth, G. L. (2003). Video Verite: Infants’ manual 

investigation of objects on video. Infant Behavior and Development, 177, 1-17. 

(Author contributions were equal; authorship is alphabetical.)

Troseth, G. L. (2003). Getting a clear picture: Young children’s understanding of a 


televised image. Developmental Science, 6(3), 247-253. 

Troseth, G. L. (2003). TV Guide: 2-year-olds learn to use video as a source of 


information.  Developmental Psychology, 39(1),140-150. 

Levy, G. D., Sodovsky, A., & Troseth, G. L. (2000). Aspects of young children’s 


perceptions of gender-typed occupations. Sex Roles, 42, 993-1006. 

Troseth, G. L., & DeLoache, J. S. (1998). The medium can obscure the message: Young 


children's understanding of video. Child Development, 69, 950-965. 

Submitted and in preparation

Troseth, G.L., & Strouse, G.A. (2011). Selective learning from social partners and video.
Invited manuscript submitted for a special section of Developmental Psychology.

Strouse, G.A. & Troseth, G.L. (2010). Supportive situations for toddlers’ word learning 

from video.  Manuscript in preparation.

Troseth, G.L., Saylor, M.M., Strouse, G.A.. & Verdine, B.N. (2010). Do toddlers learn 

words from people on video? Manuscript submitted for publication.

Troseth, G.L., Deisenroth, L., Foss-Feig, J.H., & Newsom, C. (2010). Visual preferences 

for video vs. people in children with autism and typical development.  Manuscript 

in preparation.

Troseth, G.L., Evans Schmidt, M., & Anderson, D. R. (2010). Unreality TV: Two-year-

old children’s use of information from direct experience and video. Manuscript in 

preparation.
Public Media

Television

ABC News Video (December 6, 2010). “Do educational videos help babies?”
Television mention 2007:  WFLA Tampa, FL; WROC Rochester, NY; WFRV Green Bay, WI; WCIA Champaign, IL; WJBC (ABC) Bloomington, IL; WJHL Johnson City, TN

Australian Broadcasting Commission News (July 18, 2006).  Interview: “Television for infants and toddlers.”

MSNBC Right Now (April 8, 2006).  Interview: “Sesame Street Beginnings controversy”.

Television mention 2006: WSPA-TV (CBS) Greenville, SC; WJHL-TV (CBS), Tri-Cities, Virginia; WKPT-TV (ABC, Tri-Cities, Virginia; WSMV, Channel 4; WMAQ-TV, 

Chicago; WCNC-Charlotte, NC; KNBC-TV, Los Angeles; WCAU-TV, Philadelphia, and several other NBC affiliates.

Print/Electronic media
Yourfamilytoday.com (August 18, 2011). “How to raise smart kids.”

Tennessean.com (May 9, 2011). “Program starts kids thinking about college at an early age.”
Psychology Today (Dec. 7, 2010). “Why do parents think the DVDs work, then?”

Wall Street Journal (Nov. 13, 2010). “Child development: The Tube as Teacher”: Week in Ideas: Christopher Shea. 

Mail Online (November 4, 2010). “Forget the educational DVD: Talking to your toddler is more likely to make them like Einstein.”

The Vancouver Sun (Nov. 4, 2010). “’Educational’ DVDs don’t expand baby vocabulary: study.”

(UK) Daily Mail Online (Nov. 4, 2010). “Forget the educational DVD: Talking to your toddler is more likely to make them Einstein.” 

AFP (Nov. 3, 2010). “’Educational’ DVDs don’t expand baby vocabulary: study.” 

Columbus (GA) Ledger-Enquirer (Nov. 17, 2010). “Vanderbilt study says babies learn best from parents, not video.”

15+/ online (e.g., newsletters, blogs) media mentions of the study during November-December, 2010

Science News (March 12, 2010). “One key to teaching toddlers with TV: Trickery.”

New York Times Online (Jan. 28, 2010). Op-Ed contribution to the article, “Wired Kids, Negligent Parents?” for the blog: Room for Debate: A Running Commentary on the News.
Sioux Falls Argus Leader (Nov. 28, 2009). “Begin now as the first teacher for your child”.
The Tennessean (Nov. 9, 2009). “Parents, not products, are best teachers”.
Salon.com (Sept. 14, 2007). [www.salon.com] “Should tots watch TV?”
Into the minds of babes: How screen time affects children from birth to age five (2007). Author: Lisa Guernsey. New York: Basic Books.  (My research is featured in two chapters.)

SRCD Newsletter (2006). Listed in Member news: Members in the media.
New York Times (September 5, 2006). “When toddlers turn on the TV and actually learn”.  (On Sept. 5, this was the 4th most emailed article on the NY Times website.)

Wall Street Journal (July 17, 2006). “Use your Noggin; Let the kids watch cartoons”.

Infants to Adolescents: Research Update; A digest of Current Research in the Field of Child and Adolescent Development. [http://www.infantsto teens.com] (July, 2006). “Infants and toddlers: Trusting a source”

Toronto Sun (June 19, 2006). “Doc: Tots don’t learn from TV: Programs must be interactive to help kids”.

Tennessean (June 11, 2006). “VU study says interactive shows are best for toddlers”.

Nashville Parent (June, 2006). “How does TV affect early brain development?”

Miami Herald (June 1, 2006). “Kids love interacting—with people or TV”.

Forbes (May 30, 2006). “Scientists probe secrets of kids’ TV”.

UPI (May 17, 2006). “Toddlers learn better from humans”.

City Paper (February 11, 2003). “Toddlers subject of VU research”
Parents Magazine (February, 1999). “As they grow: 2-3 years—Toddlers gradually realize that what they see on TV can relate to real life”.

Vanderbilt Publications

Ideas in Action (Spring, 2011). “Babies learn best from parents, not video.”
Vanderbilt View (Dec., 2010). “Babies learn best from parents, not video.”

Vanderbilt VUCast (Dec. 3, 2010). “Can baby videos teach?”

MyVU News (Nov. 11, 2010). “Babies learn best from parents, not video.”
Peabody Reflector (Fall 2009). “The Right Start”.

Ideas in Action—Peabody College (Fall, 2006). “Video wasted on toddlers, unless it’s interactive”.

Eye on the LSI (Summer, 2006).  “Are you for real? Researchers explore toddlers’ responsiveness to video instruction”. 

Vanderbilt Register (June 5-18, 2006). “Researchers find video is wasted on toddlers, unless it’s interactive”.

Vanderbilt Kennedy Center Discovery Newsletter (Spring, 2007, No. 16) “Video wasted on toddlers, unless interactive.”

Commodore E-News (June, 2006). “VU study finds video is wasted on tots, unless it’s interactive”.

Eye on the LSI (Summer, 2006).  “Are you for real? Researchers explore toddlers’ responsiveness to video instruction”.

Ideas in Action/ Peabody College (2003). “Reality vs. television: What toddlers don’t know”.

Vanderbilt Register (March 10-23, 2003). “Babes in TV land: Study: Toddlers don’t understand the relation between video and reality”.

Invited Presentations

Troseth, G. (2008, July). Babies and toddlers usually do not trust video as a source of 

information. Presented at a workshop on Young children’s selective trust in social 

sources of information, Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario, Canada. 

Workshop funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of 

Canada (SSHRC).
Strouse, G. S., Saylor, M. M., Troseth, G. L., & O’Doherty, K. D. (2008, March). 

Learning words from social partners and people on video. Poster presented at the meetings of the International Conference on Infant Studies, Vancouver, BC.

Strouse, G. S., Verdine, B. N., Milam, A. M., & Troseth, G. L. (2008, March).  Infants’

social information gathering from video: A second look. Poster presented at the meetings of the International Conference on Infant Studies, Vancouver, BC.

Strouse, G. S., Verdine, & Troseth, G. L. (2007, October). Baby Einsteins everywhere: 

Infants’ learning from video.  Poster presented at the meetings of the Cognitive Development Society, Santa Fe, NM.

Troseth, G. (2007, October). Baby Einsteins everywhere: Young children and video.  

Presented at a conference of the Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth.

Troseth, G. (2007, September). Baby Einsteins everywhere: Do very young children learn 

from video?  Presented in the Walthall Speaker Series in Psychology, University 

of Wyoming.

Troseth, G. (2006, November). Toddlers’ learning from people on video. Paper  

presented at the Conference Media-Jeunes (conference of children’s media 

producers and broadcasters) sponsored by the Alliance for Children and 

Television, Montreal.

Troseth, G. (2006, November). TV Guide: Young children learning from people on 

video. 
Presented as part of the Centre for Research in Human Development 

talk series, Concordia University, Montreal.

Troseth, G. (2006, October). The medium can obscure the message: Young children’s 

understanding of video. Presented at the Psychology Colloquium, Tulane 

University, New Orleans.
Troseth, G. (2006, March). Discussant for the symposium, Early learning in the social 

context of television.  Presented at the meetings of the Eastern Psychological 

Association, Baltimore.

Troseth, G. (2005, December). Overcoming a “Video Deficit” in Toddler Learning: 

Social Cues, Experience, and the Early Use of a Symbolic Artifact. Presented at the Developmental Psychology Colloquium, University of Virginia. 

Troseth, G., & Young, C. (2004, April). Reading, creativity, and the brain. Presentation 

for Brain Awareness Month, Nashville Public Library. 

Troseth, G. (2003, January). Through a glass, darkly: Young children’s understanding of 

video. Presented at the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, 

Leipzig, Germany. 

Troseth, G. (2003, September). Young children’s understanding of video. Presented to the

Psychology Colloquium,Trinity University, San Antonio, TX.

Troseth, G. L. (2002, March). Early Symbolic Development. Organizer of invited 
symposium, Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Nashville, TN.
Troseth, G. L. (2002, March). TV Guide: Learning to use video as a source of 

information.   Paper presented in invited symposium, Early Symbolic Development, Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Nashville, TN.

Troseth, G. L. (2001, March). Picture it: How children develop an understanding of

iconic symbols. Discussant for symposium presented at the meeting of the Southeastern Psychological Association, Atlanta.

Troseth, G. L. (1999, September). Getting a clear picture: Young children's 

understanding of a televised image. Paper presented in an invited symposium, Perceiving and understanding television: Developmental changes and educational implications. European Conference on Developmental Psychology, Spetses, Greece.

Research Grants 

9/09-8/13
Investigator (M. Lipsey and D. Farran, Co PI’s).  Learning-Related Cognitive Self-Regulation School Readiness Measures for Preschool Children: Optimizing Predictive Validity for Achievement. Department of Education/IES. $928,331.  Assisted in research and writing for sections of the grant (Summer, 2009).  Developed ideas to assess symbol use in teachers and symbolic development in children in preschool (Summer, 2010).

2009-2010
Principal Investigator. Children’s Preference for Video versus Live 

Information. MARI pilot grant, Dan Marino Foundation. $8,574

2009-10
Principal Investigator. Viewing Preferences in Autism and Typical 

Development: Watching People who are Present or on Video. Peabody 

College, Vanderbilt University Small Grants Program. $6,225.

2006-08
Principal Investigator. Development of Jigsaw Puzzle Building

Strategies and Skills: Visual Processing in Prader-Willi Syndrome and 

Typical Development. Peabody College, Vanderbilt University Small 

Grants Program. $6,500.
2007 Principal Investigator, Infants’ learning from video and from direct 

experience. Peabody College, Vanderbilt University Small Grants Program. $6,500.   

2004-2007
Principal Investigator (Robert Hodapp and Elizabeth Dykens, Co-PIs.),  Visual-spatial processing in children with Prader-Willi and Williams syndromes: Etiology-related cognitive strengths and weaknesses. Vanderbilt Discovery Grant (Pilot/Feasibility Grant), $50,000. 

2003-2007       Principal Investigator, Effects of Prior Experience on Children’s Use of

Symbols. National Institute for Child Health and Human Development, 

$151,000. 

2005 Principal Investigator, Girls and boys: Visual-spatial abilities and the use 

of spatial representations. Vanderbilt Learning Sciences Grant, $800. 

2003
Co-Principal Investigator, (Lynn Liben, Co-PI), Facilitating Representational Development. External Mentor Program Research Collaboration Grant, Peabody College, Vanderbilt University Office of Research Enhancement. $2,000. 
2003
Co-Principal Investigator (Megan Saylor, Co-PI), Children’s Use of Video as a Source of Socially Relevant Information. Peabody College, Vanderbilt University Small Grants Program. $6,500. 

2001-2003
Co-Principal Investigator (Ann Garfinkle, Co-PI). Exploring Symbol Use in Young Children with Autism. Peabody College, Vanderbilt University Small Grants Program. $6,440. 

Teaching, Mentoring, Advising

Courses: undergraduate

PSY 1150: Freshman Seminar: Harry Potter and Child Development (S07, F08)
PSY 1157: Freshman Writing Seminar: Harry Potter and Child Development (S11)
PSY 1500: Cognitive Aspects of Human Development (S11, S10, S08, F07, S06, F05, F04, S04, F03, S03, F02, F01, S01, F00)

PSY 1630: Developmental Psychology (F11 and F10—big section, S10, F08, F07, F05, F04, F03, F02, S02)

PSY 1690: Commons Seminar: Harry Potter & Child Development (S10)

PSY 2100: Seminar: Children’s Understanding of the Mind (S03)

Courses: graduate

PSY 361 Cognitive Development (S07, S04, F01)

PSY 368 Seminar in Cognitive Development: Symbolic Understanding (S06, F00)
PSY 368: Seminar in Cognitive Development: Children’s Selective Trust in Social Sources of Information (F08)

Mentoring and advising undergraduate students

Faculty mentor for undergraduate national award winner--Psi Chi/APS Summer Research Grant:
2008

Allison Milam (Duke University). Project: Toddlers learning from 

interactive video.  $3,500 student grant plus $1500 faculty award.

Faculty mentor for undergraduate Honors students

2009-2011
Katy Menges, Topic: Four-year-old children’s inferences about the mind 

of a puppet. Invited to present a poster at the UCLA undergraduate 

research conference, May, 2011.  Currently a research assistant for developmental psychologist Maureen Callanan at the University of California at Santa Cruz.
2008-2010
Lauren Diesenroth, Thesis: People or video? What do children with and 

without Autism Spectrum Disorders choose? Lauren received the Peabody 

Honor Award for the best honors thesis for the Department of Psychology 

and Human Development, S 2010. Currently a research assistant for 

Elisabeth Dykens at the Kennedy Center.
2003-2005
Allison Archer, Thesis: Live video as a socially interactive tool: 

Getting young children to accept TV as a source of information.

Poster based on this research received the 3rd place prize (tie) at the Tennessee Psychological Association Convention Student Competition, 

F 2004 and was presented at the 2005 meetings of SRCD. 

2001-2003
Ankita Rakhe, Thesis: The effects of repeated viewing of “Blues Clues” on 

children’s use of a video image.

Committee member for undergraduate Honors theses: 
2011

Leann Hughart: Association of maternal macro- and micro-level 

communication styles & child emotions during parent-child discussions 

about children’s cancer.

2011

Laura Fritzche (A&S Psychology). Implicit activation of coping potential 

appraisals.
2010

Emily Schreiber: Cladogram curriculum: A first look into a teaching 

prototype for the fundamentals of phylogenetics.
2009

Sarah DeLisle: Do preschoolers use information about a speaker’s social 

competence to learn words?

2007

Alexa Schwartz: Younger siblings of children with autism: Cognitive, 

language, and social skills.
2006

Tywanquila Walker: Prosodic modifications during talk about proper 

names and adjectives.
2005

Katie Gallerani: Preschoolers’ absent reference ability: a complex skill.
Faculty sponsor for Vanderbilt University Summer Research Program (VUSRP) students: Lauren Deisenroth, 2009; Anna Falkner, 2006; Elizabeth Pantino, 2005; Ankita Rakhe, 2003; Amy Casey, 2000
Faculty sponsor for undergraduate research intern Maggie Vogel, a psychology student from the University of the South (Sewanee), who is now studying graduate neuroscience at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, Summer, 2005
Academic year freshman advisor, 2005-2010

Mentor for 120 undergraduate research assistants in my research lab between 2000-2011
Advisor for approximately 30 undergraduate students per semester, 2000-2011
Summer Academic Orientation freshman advisor, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008

Faculty VUceptor, Vanderbilt Visions first-year orientation program, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011
Mentoring graduate students 

Brian Verdine (Developmental Psychology), Major Professor; Dissertation: Navigation 

Experience in Video Game Environments: Effects on Spatial Ability and Map 

Use Skills. Entered, F03. M.S., S05. Preliminary examination, S06.  Master’s thesis accepted for publication, F07.  Dissertation proposal defended, Summer 08.  Dissertation defended, Fall, 2010.  Ph.D., S11.  Postdoctoral position at the University of Delaware with Roberta Golinkoff.
Gabrielle A. Strouse (Development Psychology), Major Professor; ExpERT graduate

trainee; Dissertation: Dialogic video: Influence of dialogic reading techniques on 
preschoolers’ learning from video stories. Entered F05. M.S., F07. Preliminary exam, S08.  A paper based on Gabrielle’s master’s thesis was published in a special issue of the Journal of Experimental Child Psychology. F08. Dissertation proposal defended F09.  Internship with Sesame Workshop, Summer, 2010. Recipient of a Bonsal Applied Education Research Award for Ph.D. candidates, Vanderbilt, 2010-2011.  Dissertation defended, S11.  Ph.D., S11.
Kate O’Doherty (Developmental Psychology), Major Professor; M.S., 2010. Master’s 

thesis: Third-party social interaction and word learning from video, published in Child Development in 2011. Entered F 07. LSI Topper awardee.  Submitted NSF pre-doctoral award applications, F07; F08.  Preliminary exam, Summer, 2010; winner of the Departmental Susan Gray Award for Scholarly Writing, S11; preparing dissertation proposal, F11.

Maria Vasquez (Developmental). Preliminary examination, S11.

Jennifer Norvill (Applied Child Development). Masters qualifying exam, F10.

Jasmine Ma (Teaching & Learning).  Preliminary exam (MAP) Committee member, 

Dissertation Committee member, F10.

Wenyan Zhou (Teaching & Learning).  Dissertation committee member, S09-present, 

Dissertation proposal, F10. 

Kelley Durkin (Develomental). Advisory committee member, S08, F08. Masters and 

Prelims committee, Dissertation committee, S09-present.

Percival Matthews (Cognitive). Advisory Committee Member, S06. Master’s Thesis 

Committee, F07, S08, F08, Dissertation Committee member, 2009-2010.  

Defended dissertation S 10.

Manya Whittaker (Developmental). Preliminary exam committee member, F08. 

Dissertation committee member, S11.  Defended dissertation S11.
Mark Somanader (Developmental). Advisory Committee Member, S06. F07, S08, 

Master’s Thesis Committee member, S08, F08.

James Jay Todd (Cognitive & Cognitive Neuroscience, A & S).  Dissertation committee 

member, S07, F07, S08, F08. Defended dissertation, F08.

Philip Ko (Cognitive & Cognitive Neuroscience, A & S), Dissertation Committee 

Member, F07, S08.

Allison Presmanes (Developmental). Qualifying Examination Committee Member, 

Dissertation Committee member, S06, F07. S08, graduated S08.

Alex Varrakin (Cognitive), Major Area Paper Committee member, S05; Dissertation 

Committee member, graduated 2006.

Kim Carpenter (Developmental), Dissertation Committee member, graduated 2004

Sean Hurley (Cognitive), Dissertation Committee member, graduated 2003 

Joan Walker (Developmental), Dissertation Committee member, graduated 2003

Shanna Ray (Cognitive), Dissertation Committee member, graduated 2002

Audra Lewis (Developmental), Master’s thesis second reader, graduated 2002

Service

Professional field

Conference review panel member, Society for Research in Child Development, F02, F10

Grant Review Panel Member, National Science Foundation.  Fall, 2009-present.

Editorial Board, Merrill-Palmer Quarterly, 2009-present.

Advisory Board Member, IRADS Collaborative Research: Influences of Digital Media 
on Very Young Children. Grant funded by the National Science Foundation. 2008-

2010.

Review panel member, International Society for Infant Studies, F09 

Ad-hoc reviewer, Human-Robot Interaction 2008 Conference. Fall, 2007; Cognitive 

Science Society Conference, Spring, 2007

Participant, Workshop on Media Research Methods and Measures, The National 

Academy of Sciences and the Institute of Medicine, Washington, DC, 2006

Consulting Editor, Child Development, 2006-2007, 2005-2006, 2003-2004 

Ad Hoc Grant Reviewer, National Science Foundation, 2007, 2004, 2003 

Lecturer, American Psychological Association Summer Science Institute, Vanderbilt 

University, June, 2005; June 2004

Ad Hoc Reviewer, Child Development Perspectives, Developmental Psychology, 

Developmental Science, European Journal of Developmental Psychology, Journal 

of Cognition and Development, Journal of Experimental Child Psychology,

 Merrill-Palmer Quarterly, Psychological Science 

Ad Hoc Grant Reviewer, Social Sciences Research Council of Canada, 2001

Community

Speaker, Mid Cumberland Council on Children & Youth, Babes in TV-Land: Do the Youngest Viewers Learn from Screen Media? June, 2010

Lab tour, visit by Cumberland University Psychology class, Spring, 2010

Speaker, Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth conference, Baby Einsteins

 everywhere: Young children and video. September, 2007.  

Speaker, Green Hills Mother’s Club, Television’s effects on children: Learning and 

ADHD. Arranged by the Vanderbilt Speaker’s Bureau. February, 2005

Guest Lecturer, University School of Nashville Psychology Class, Spring, 2004

University

Faculty Participant, Academic Night for First-year Students, Fall, 2011

Instructor of Next Step student (for students with developmental disabilities) in my Freshman Seminar, Spring, 2011

Board of Faculty Advisers to the Vanderbilt Honor Council, 2010-1011

Faculty VUceptor, Vanderbilt Visions, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011
Vanderbilt University Commencement Faculty Marshall, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011
Vanderbilt Graduate Faculty Council, 2007-2010

Executive Committee of the Vanderbilt Graduate Faculty Council, 2007-2010
Co-facilitator, Center for Teaching Junior Faculty Teaching Series workshop on mid-semester student feedback, Fall, 2008

Speaker, meeting of Vanderbilt DORES for Children: Advocates for the Education and

Welfare of Children, Fall, 2007

Interviewed by the Committee on Undergraduate Information Literacy (CUIL) for a video on research to be shown during Vanderbilt Visions, 2007
Interviewed for Vanderbilt Undergraduate Viewbook, Spring, 2007

Vanderbilt SACS Review, Psychology and Human Development Committee member, 2007

Lecture presented to undergraduate National Science Foundation/Vanderbilt University Summer Research Program (VUSRP) student researchers, Summer, 2007

Kennedy Center Speaker’s Series Committee member, 2006-2008

Undergraduate Student Advising, Summer Orientation, 2005, 2006, 2007

Pre-VU Prospective Student Recruitment, 2003-2004, 2004-2005, 2005-2006

College

Peabody Affirmative Action and Diversity committee of the Faculty Council, 2010-2011

Peabody Scholars, presentation on department research, Spring, 2009, 2010, 2011
Peabody Faculty Council, secretary, 2008-2009

Peabody Faculty Council, member, 2007-2008

Peabody Faculty Council, Teaching Committee chair, 2007-2008

Peabody Admitted Prospective Students Recruitment sample lecture, 2007

Peabody Faculty Council, Teaching Committee member, 2006-2007

Peabody Faculty Council, Research Committee member, 2002-2003

Department

Department of Psychology and Human Development, Director of Undergraduate Studies, 2011-present
Morale Officer, 2008-present
Arranged prospective graduate student visiting weekend Spring 2008 (with Bethany Rittle-Johnson); Spring 2010

Personnel Interview Committee (AA3 position), 2008

Promotion and Tenure Committee, 2008, 2009

Joint departments of Psychology and Psychology and Human Development, Professional Development Panel for graduate students, Fall 2007

Chair Nomination Committee, Fall 2007

Developed department financial policies regarding appropriate uses of funds from discretionary accounts, Summer, 2007

Freshman Advisor, 2005-present

Undergraduate Studies Committee member, 2000-present

Developmental Search Committee member, 2004-2005, 2003-2004, 2000-2001

